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Streams of Living Water

Message from the Moderator

by Charlotte Loewen

The theme for the 2027 District Conference will be Streams of Living Water, based

upon John 7:38. John 7:37b through 39a says, "While Jesus was standing there, He

cried out, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me

drink. As the scripture has said, out of the believer’s heart shall flow streams of living

water.’ Now He said this about the Spirit, which believers in Him were to receive."

In this passage, for followers of Jesus, God’s breath, the breath of the Divine,

condenses, and flows through us into the world. Between now and next year’s

district conference, we will be encouraged to dwell deeply in the Holy Spirit—how

do we experience or feel the Spirit, how do we think about the Spirit, how do we

manifest the Spirit in our day to day lives? What spiritual practices can we develop or

continue to practice that help us put our egos aside and “ride the wave” of the Spirit?

I have been influenced by the Quaker theologian, Richard Foster. In his book,

Streams of Living Water, he identifies six streams of the spiritual life that come

together and, in their totality, model the spiritual life of Jesus Christ. He describes (1)

the contemplative tradition, or the prayer filled life; (2) the holiness tradition, or the

virtuous life; (3) the charismatic tradition, or the spirit empowered life; (4) the social

justice tradition, or the compassionate life; (5) the evangelical tradition, or the word

centered life; (6) and the incarnational tradition, or the sacramental life.

With this logo, I was very intentional about using six colors—these colors represent

Foster’s six spiritual streams. They twist and turn together. In our district and in our

denomination, we are not all comfortable swimming in the same stream or streams,

but I would challenge us all to focus on our shared identity in Christ, the indwelling

of the Holy Spirit, and our shared spiritual practices. Even though it is messy and

sometimes frustrating, what a powerful witness to the world we can be if we can

embrace one another through the love of Christ and the movement of the Holy

Spirit, despite not always swimming in the same spiritual streams.



Come to the Mountains! Come Drink from the Stream!

by Charlotte Loewen, Moderator

The hope is to shake things up this next year, to jump into the river, to have greater

reliance on the leadings of the Holy Spirit. Besides some Zoom opportunities

throughout the year that you will hear more about later, we will be changing the 2027

District Conference. The plan is to have some business sessions, but also to make

the conference a family event, with activities for children and youth,

intergenerational activities, and other spiritual growth opportunities. To that end, the

2027 Conference will be at the La Foret Conference and Retreat Center, in the Black

Forest, on the edge of Colorado Springs. For more information, including a printable

campus map and maps of cabins, go to www.laforet.org.

La Foret has a swimming pool, a ropes course, a labyrinth, a beautiful chapel, and

other indoor and outdoor spaces that are quite wonderful. There is a large dining hall

with a meal plan, and various on-site housing opportunities, including yurts, smaller

and larger cabins, or the possibility of nearby hotels.

Due to Annual Conference being the end of July next year, the 2027 Western Plains

District Conference will be August 5–8. We are taking a leap of faith in more ways

than one; our goal is to have children and youth under the age of 18 be able to

attend for free, and to hopefully be able to provide discounts or scholarships for

young adults, and others as needed. This is a financial risk, and I would encourage

those who are able to give generously to the 2027 District Conference budget.

I would ask for prayer for District Leadership, and for our District Conference

Planning Team in particular. Follow the District newsletter for more information, and

for ways to contact us with questions or suggestions.

https://www.laforet.org/

