g s PO Box 394, McPherson KS 67460-0394

iy, WESTERN
9 pLAINS office@wpcob.org
—= DISTRICT www.wpcob.org

energize - empower - embolden

May 20, 2026
Dear Western Plains Brethren,

I welcome you all, on behalf of all the churches that
call Western Plains home, to the 2026 Western
Plains District Conference, held at McPherson July
24-26.

More than welcome you, I want to thank you, each
one of you, for taking the time to be with us this
weekend. Thank you. But it is more than welcoming
and thanking you that moves me to pen this little
paragraph. I want to encourage you to also join us in
listening to how the Holy Spirit calls us to be the
church in an ever-evolving world.

This weekend we will “swing into a new day,” but we do so anchored in the core values
that define us as the Church of the Brethren. God has called us, prepared us, for such a
time as this, and this weekend we say yes to whatever future God has for us. We say yes
to penning new chapters/stories. We say yes to honoring those churches who have found
powerful ways to be Jesus in the Neighborhood. And we say yes to honoring those who
came before us, paving the way for us to swing boldly into tomorrow. So again thank you
for being with us this weekend. Now hop into your swing and lets kick into the dawn God
calls us to.
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[keep scrolling for the conference schedule]
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Western Plains District Church of the Brethren

July 24-26, 2026 District Conference
McPherson Church of the Brethren and McPherson College
Tentative schedule

Friday July 24

10:00 am-5:00 pm, REGISTRATION, Good Shepherd Room at the church

10:00-5:00 pm -- Visit agency exhibits in Friendship Hall at the college

12:00 noon -- Lunch on your own

2:00-5:00 pm - Business Session I, church sanctuary

2:00 -4:45 pm Youth Activities (Middle School/ High School Aged Students) Meet at the College Gazebo

1:45-4:45 pm -- Childcare in Education Building McPherson Church of the Brethren

5:15-6:30 Clergy and Guest Appreciation Dinner (by invitation) Peoples Bank Welcome Center, 3d floor of
Wise Campus Commons. Speaker: Josh Brockway--Director of Discipleship and Identity for
the Church of the Brethren

6:45 pm - Pre-worship Music and Gathering McPherson Church of the Brethren Sanctuary

7:00-8:15 pm - Worship McPherson Church of the Brethren Sanctuary, Speaker: Moderator Jerry Bowen.
Worship Leader: TBD

8:45-10:00 pm - Ice Cream Social at Cedars Event Center

Saturday July 25

7:00-7:30 am - Morning Walk Group. Meet in College Gazebo
7:30-11:45 am - Registration

7:30-9:00 am - Men’s Breakfast, Church Basement
7:30-9:00 am - Women'’s Breakfast, Mingenback Theater
9:30-11:45 am - Youth Activities, College Gazebo

9:00-11:45 am - Childcare Education Building

9:30 am - Insight Sessions:
Josh Brockway in Mingenback Theater- Josh will build upon his work at the Leadership Training in
Great Bend last spring. Josh brings years of experience, and he has spent many years studying
spirituality and the ever changing church. He will help us understand that we can be the church, and
we can be effective in ministry, but change is coming.

Amber Harris in Mohler Hall Room 204 - Amber is a Church of the Brethren Ordained minister from
the Virlina District, and serves on the Program and Arrangements Committee for Annual Conference.
Amber answered her call to impact Winston-Salem, North Carolina through creating the non-profit
Spark. Spark partners with several non-profits in the Winston-Salem area to help the most at risk.
Amber will talk about how we can be the church through meeting folks where they are.

Shana Leck in Mohler Hall Room 218 - Shana will share her passion for building community and
remind us that connections/relationships bind us to one another. Shana has spent years developing
community through intentional welcome and hospitality. She will remind us that as much as the
world changes, the church remains a center piece in our lives. But it will look different. The joy is that
as the church evolves to meet a changing society, Shana helps us return to our roots of deep
community and Divine fellowship.

Keith Funk in Mohler Hall Room 212 - Keith will connect us to the Divine through intentional
spiritual guidance. Keith brings his expertise as a spiritual director to this insight session, and he will



help us listen to the Divine in new and exciting ways. This becomes key as society continues and adds
more stuff to our lives. Keith will remind us to stop. To listen. To pay attention to how God is speaking
to us--here. Now.

10:45-11:45 am - Insight Session: Annual Conference Moderator Dennis Beckner. Mingenback Theater.
Dennis brings years of pastoral ministry to the Western Plains District Conference. He has traveled all over,
and he has made connecting to young people a foundational element of his calling. Tonight’s worship leader
always looks forward to being around Dennis, because Dennis has this innate gift to help young people feel
safe. Dennis will spend this hour in a question and answer session, but he will also have time to share his
vision for the denomination during his tenure as Moderator.

11:45-1:15 - Lunch and Congregational Resource Team Auction. Find tables in southeast corner of Wise
Campus Commons. We want to hold the group together for best communication during the
auction.

1:15-1:30 - Gathering music in Mingenback

1:30-3:10 pm - Business Session II--(Report of Slate; Milestones in Ministry; District Agency and
Denominational Agency Reports)

1:30-4:45 pm - Youth Activities Gazebo

1:15-5:15 pm - Childcare Education Building

3:10-4:10 pm - Break in Friendship Hall Exhibit area with reception provided by Prairie View and Mutual
Aid Agency

4:10-5:00 pm - Business Session III -- update on CRT Auction; feedback/open mic time, Passing of gavel to
Moderator Elect Charlotte Loewen. Mingenback Theater

5:15-6:30 pm - Dinner. All interested in engaging conversation with Colby Patton and Dwight Scull of
Congregational Vitalization Team, gather in southeast corner of Wise Campus Commons

6:45 Opening Music/Songs McPherson Church of the Brethren

7:00-8:15 pm Worship McPherson Church of the Brethren—Speaker: Annual Conference Moderator
Dennis Beckner. Worship Leader: Daniel Bowen

8:45 pm - Ice Cream Social and Evening Movie in front of former Hoffman Student Union building. Ice
cream provided by Eder Financial, served by Sodexho--Benny Lopez. Movie: “Encanto.”
Bring blankets or lawn chair and enjoy movie on the lawn. (some seating will be provided
for those needing it most)

Sunday July 26

9:00-10:00 am - Intergenerational Sunday School McPherson Church of the Brethren Basement (Middle
School Aged to 100 years old) Leader: Dennis Beckner, Annual Conference Moderator

9:00-11:30 am - Childcare, Education Building

10:15-11:15 am - Worship, McPherson Church of the Brethren Speaker: Blaine Miner Western Plains Co-
District Executive Minister

11:20-11:45 am - Installation of 2027 Moderator and Moderator-elect and District Leadership

12:00-1:30 pm - Lunch. Wise Campus Commons. 2027 District Conference Planning Team Meeting



