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INTRODUCTIONS................Catherine (above)............Connie (above)

Hi! I am Catherine Price and I live in the small town of Aliceville, Kansas. I am a member of the
Mont Ida Church of the Brethren. I have been married to my husband, James, for 28 years. I
have just recently retired from Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation in Burlington, Kansas
where I worked in the Accounting Dept. for 17 years. For the last 10 years, I have taught the
Young Adult Sunday School Class and I also help to lead the singing. I began writing a
newsletter for our church in September of 2007, shortly after my “inspiration” came at the
Western Plains District Conference. Connie Rhodes’ Footprint Art was displayed in the
sanctuary of the McPherson Church of the Brethren and our theme was “Come...Follow Jesus.”
Connie has graciously allowed me to use her art in the Newsletter and I have done so through
2007 and 2008. In 2009, I published several newsletters that were consolidations of several
months. My last newsletter was in August 2009. After this I felt God’s calling to begin a Daily
Devotional Book based on these Footprints. I talked to Connie about my idea and she was very
excited about it and has been a constant inspiration in her willingness to share all of her art so
freely. Since that time I have been working on each month’s devotionals which, looking at the
cover of the book, you can see on your top left, the theme of “Faith” and going across the top,
you see the themes of “Love”, and “The Foot of the Cross” “The Living Water —-The Holy Spirit”.
Next, is "The Sower” and on down the right side; "The Wise and Foolish Virgins”. This is the
first Volume. I will be working on the Second Volume in the months to come. Please enjoy this
six-month study in the meantime. If you have comments or questions, please feel free to call or
text me at: 1-785-204-2938.

Connie Rhodes would like to extend her greetings to you all. In the above photo, she is doing her art presentation before an audience
at Salina, Kansas in April of 2008, at the Western Plains District Ladies Retreat. Her talents became apparent to many of the
“Brethren” when we came to the District Conference in July, 2007. She had been given the task of creating art work that depicted the
Conference theme: “Come, Follow Jesus” Each of her original designs were in the form of a footprint and artistically portrayed a
Bible story or theme. The original paintings were displayed around the sanctuary of the McPherson Church of the Brethren where the
Conference was held. As we saw at the Ladies’ Retreat the next year, she is so much more talented. Her presentation includes;
painting a beautiful scene while talking to the audience. This usually takes about 30 to 45 minutes. She is a very funny lady. You can
see all of her art work on her website: www.artbyrhodes.com. Connie has been a member of the Newton Church of the Brethren for
22 years and is also the Church Clerk, as well as serving on the Church Board and teaching Sunday School where needed.



http://www.artbyrhodes.com/

Mark 4:1-20: A farmer was sowing grain in his fields, as he scattered the
seed across the ground, some fell beside a path, and the birds came and ate
it. Some fell on rocky soil where there was little depth of earth, the plants
sprang up quickly enough in the shallow soil, but the hot sun soon scorched
them and they withered and died, for they had so little root. Other seeds fell
among thorns, and the thorns choked out the tender blades. But some fell
on good soil, and produced a crop that was thirty, sixty and even a hundred
times as much as he had planted. If you have ears, Listen! Listen then to the
meaning of the sower; while anyone is hearing the Word of the Kingdom
and does not comprehend it, the evil one comes and snatches away that
which was sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the roadside. As
for what was sown on rocky soil, this is he who hears the Word and at once
accepts and believes it with joy; yet it has no real root in him and is
temporary, and when affliction or persecution comes on account of the
Word, at once he stumbles and falls away. As for what was sown among
thorns; this is he who hears the Word, but the cares of this world and the
pleasure and delight and deceitfulness of riches chokes and suffocates the
Word and it yields no fruit. As for what was sown on good soil, this is he
who hears the Word and grasps and comprehends it; he indeed bears fruit
and yields in one case a hundred times as much as was sown, and in
another case sixty times, and in another case thirty.
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DAY ONE.........cvivuens CHAPTER FIVE

Fifth month.................First Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)
THE SOWER

We must deal with three things here:

1. The Sower is God
2. The Seed is the Word of God.
3. We are the Soil.

How we receive the Seed and handle it is our responsibility! We
must be fertile soil. We must be cultivated, fertilized, and purified
soil. This prepares the soil. Then we have the daily tending of
weeding, protecting and watering.

This is gardening season and we have lots to learn. Many new
gardeners are out there now in this endangered economy. Many
analogies can be drawn from these lessons on gardening - as a
matter of fact, Jesus used many illustrations regarding farming,
gardening and tending flocks and herds.

You may have noticed throughout the Devotionals/Bible Study
many comments such as our Seed-faith; be a soul-gardener; fruit-
bearing branches; the growing of our spiritual fruit; and the
analogy of seed-time and harvest; the mustard seed of faith; and
of course the Savior’s words about Himself: “if this seed kernel of
wheat must die and be buried in the ground in order to spring up
new life.”

There will be much to study as we begin this new month all about
the Sower. I know one thing, we will grow if we will allow all of
His Word to be planted deep within us and allow Him to cultivate,
fertilize, purify and water us!

Today, I would like for you to begin to prepare a flower pot with soil in

it, getting it ready to receive a seed that you will plant as a living
illustration of what is happening in your own heart as we go through this
month of study. We will grow a plant together, learning as we go, how to
hear, understand, believe and receive, and then grow to go out and reach
others, being doers of the word.

Pray: Lord, thank You for Your Word, for without it we are nothing, we
are like fallow ground, unprepared, unkempt, weedy, wild and barren.

Help us to allow You to do Your gardening as You want to do in each of
us, that You might have a Great Harvest! Amen



DAY TWO.................CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month.................First Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

CULTIVATING THE SOIL
Dictionary meaning: To break up the surface soil in order to aerate, in order to grow
plants and destroy weeds. Scripture reading; (Living) Colossians 1:20-21; Luke 3:4-6;
Mark 4:4, 15: “It was through what His Son did that God cleared a path for everything
to come to Him - all things in heaven and on earth; for Christ’s death on the Cross has
made peace with God for all by His Blood. This includes you who were once so far
away from God. You were His enemies and hated Him and were separated from Him
by your evil thoughts and actions, yet now He has brought you back as His friends.” “
In the words of Isaiah, the prophet, John (the Baptist) was “a voice shouting from the
barren wilderness, “ ‘prepare a road for the Lord to travel on! Widen the pathway
before Him! Level the mountains! Fill up the valleys! Straighten the curves and
smooth out the ruts! And then all mankind shall see the Savior sent from God!”
“Some seed fell on a path, and the birds came and picked it off the hard ground and
ate it.” “ The hard pathway, where some of the seed fell, represents the hard hearts of
some of those who hear God’s message: Satan comes at once to try to make them
forget it.”

Prepare the soil by breaking it up and aerating it, softening it so that the seed when it
is planted can be buried beneath the surface of the soil. The preparation for the
“sowing” is first, to cultivate the soil, making sure that there is a
readiness to hear the message. Not only to hear, but then to act.
Cultivating the soil is examining one’s self and making sure there are
no thorns of bitterness, or rocks of rebellion, or fleshly temptations
that will keep the seed from taking root. We must hear that Word and allow
it to penetrate our minds, and then to allow the understanding of it to open our hearts,
ready to receive the seed, to believe it and begin to grow in the understanding of it by
allowing our lives to be open to His leadership in every area.

Going back to the parable of the Sower, check out what it took
to be “good soil”, those who heard the word, then grasped it,
(understood it) and then appropriated it (applied it to their
life). These three things are what we will continue to study in
much depth.

Pray: Lord help me today to begin to prepare the soil in this pot as if it were
my heart, and help me to understand your word to me today as I cultivate the
soil in preparation. Teach me to prepare myself for Your Word in this area
now. Come and speak into my spirit those wonderful words of life and let me
Hear! Really hear them taking each word and measuring and examining it’s
meaning. Remove any doubts, and keep me on that perfect path. Amen



DAY THREE..............CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month.................First Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

PURIFICATION OF THE SOIL

Scripture Reading: Colossians 1:21b-23a: Mark 4:5-6, 16
0Yet now He has brought you back as His friend:
death on the cross of His own human body, and now as a result Christ has brought
you into the very presence of God, and you are standing there before Him without
anything against you-nothing left that He could even chide you for; the only
condition is that you fully believe the Truth, standing in it steadfast and firm, strong
in the Lord, convinced of the Good News that Jesus died for you, and never shifting

from trusting Himtosave you.00 Some (seed) fell on thin soi
rock. It grew up quickly enough, but soon wilted beneath the hot sun and
died because the roots had no nourishmentintheshallow soil. o6 06The ro
soil represents the hearts of those who hear the message with joy, but, like
young plants in such soil, their roots dond
they get along fine, as soon as persecut

These scriptures spoke of the fact that through the death of Jesus Christ on the
cross we are completely purified. But, there is a condition; unwavering faith. He
has purified the soil and taken everything out of you that is a hindrance to growth! It
is your trust in His salvation, the faith that His blood has purified you from all sin,
and His forgiveness and complete acceptance of you..but we would be getting the
cart before the horse if we said that we are cleansed before the seed is planted, but
it is really a two-fold process, first the faith—then the cleansing blood of Jesus
purifies our hearts. You have been purified! Awesome truth! Make sure it applies to
you! Make sure it has happened in your case! CAUTION! PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT
YOU HAVE TAKEN THIS STEP AND ARE SAVED. BE SURE!

Notice that the roots of the plant wilted because there was not enough soil for them
to go any deeper, and they lacked nourishment. Col. 2:6-7: “"And now just as you
trusted Christ to save you; trust Him, too, for each day’s problems; live in vital union
with Him. Let your roots grow down into Him and draw up nourishment from Him,
See that you go on growing in the Lord, and become strong and vigorous in the truth
you were taught, Let your lives overflow with joy and thanksgiving for all He has
done.”

Pray: Father, thank You for purifying me by Jesus’ death on the Cross, Oh, what a
sacrifice it took for my own cleansing. I will forever praise You, My Lord Jesus, Amen



DAY FOUR.......tvvvuneess CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................. First Week

(Devotional).......cuuueus (Bible Study)

FERTILIZATION OF THE SOIL

Scripture reading: Col. 1:9-14; Mark 4:18-19(Living)
“'So, ever since we first heard about you we have kept on praying and
asking God to help you understand what He wants you to do; asking
Him to make you wise about spiritual things, and asking that the way
you live will always please the Lord and honor Him, so that you will
always be doing good, kind things for others while all the time you
are learning to know God better and better. We are praying too, that
you will be filled with His mighty, glorious strength so that you can
keep going no matter what happens-always full of the joy of the Lord
and always thankful to the Father who has made us fit to share all
the wonderful things that belong to those who live in the Kingdom of
Light. For He has rescued us out of the darkness and gloom of satan’s
kingdom and brought us into the Kingdom of His dear Son, who
bought our freedom with His blood and forgave us all our sins.”
“Other seeds fell among thorns that shot up and crowded the young
plants so that they produced no grain.” “The thorny ground
represents the hearts of people who listen to the Good News and
receive it, but all too quickly the attractions of this world and the
delights of wealth, and the search for success and lure of nice things
come in and crowd out God’s message from their hearts, so that no
crop is produced.”

Now we come to the third part of preparation - to fertilize, or in the
vernacular, to become fertile - fruitful. In the case of human
reproduction, let us use this illustration to further understand what
God wants in our lives. To be fertile is to be able to receive the Seed,
and connect that to the “egg”, that which will bring about new life.
So to fertilize the soil in which we are going to plant the seed, we
need something that is already present in the soil to be able to
receive the seed. Now in our scripture verse we see the answer!

Praying for wisdom and strength to be able to “appropriate His
Word” and to apply it to our lives is something that is quite vital. The
seed will gain strength and vigor from the fertile soil, helping it to
grow to maturity.

Pray: Father, thank you for all creation that has been designed and
orchestrated perfectly by You for all of us to marvel at and to thrive

in. Amen



DAY FIVE.................CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month.................First Week
(Devotional).......c.uuuus (Bible Study)

CHOOSING THE RIGHT SEED

“God paid a ransom to save you from the |mp055|ble road to heaven
which your fathers tried to take, and the ransom He paid was not
mere gold or silver, as you very well know. But He paid for you with
the precious lifeblood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God.
God chose Him for this purpose long before the world began, but only
recently was He brought into public view, in these last days as a
blessing to you. (Living) “Since you have purified your souls in
obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren,
love one another fervently with a pure heart, having been born
again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of
God which lives and abides forever, because ‘All flesh is as grass, and
all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, and
its flower falls away, but the word of the Lord endures forever.” Now
this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.”(NKJV)
“"'See, I am sending Christ to be the carefully chosen, precious
Cornerstone of my church, and I will never disappoint those who
trust in Him.” (Living) “"Now, to Abraham and his Seed were the
promises made. He does not say, “and to seeds” as of many, but as
of one. “"And to your Seed, who is Christ.”

Jesus Christ is called the "SEED"”! He is the chosen one. So we know that He
is the right one to choose. Now, in the earthly sense, the right seed would
be anything you care to plant. We know that whatever we sow, we will reap,
so decide now what you want to sow in our garden or flower pot and plan to
obtain this in the next few days. We all want to plant our seeds together, so
let’s wait until our teaching gets around to this subject. OK?

Spiritually speaking, we know that faith in our hearts is the “fertile soil”
that receives the SEED, the Christ, and this is what produces our New Life!
So, our journey takes us not just through the steps of being a good
gardener, but also it takes us to the knowledge of the Word; the parable
that helps us to know how to be good soil, to receive the right seed in order
to have new life. There is still so much more to learn, so many analogies in
the scriptures on seed. But, God will be our sower of the word and we will
learn whatever we are able to receive into our soil (hearts).

Pray: Father, Teach me this day whatever You wish to plant
within me. In Jesus name, Amen



DAY SIX.....ccsvnnnnnns CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth monthééééé. . First Week
(Devotional )éééé. . (Bible Study)

FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS

Scripture Reading: John 15:9-14

Jesus speaking..”I have loved you even as the Father has loved
me. Live within my love! When you obey me, you are living in
My love, just as I obey my Father and live in His love. I have

told you this so that you will be filled with joy. Yes, your cup of
joy will overflow! I demand that you love each other as much
as I love you. And here is how to measure it-the greatest love
is shown when a person lays down his life for his friend; and

you are my friends if you obey me.”

You must follow directions, that is what it means to obey.
There is a formula for planting, just as there are directions for
almost everything in life, recipes for cooking, instructions for
putting a swing set together, a pattern for sewing a dress, etc.
There is a plan of salvation, God’s own blueprint for mankind!

There will be instructions on the back of the seed packet for you to
follow as you begin to plan for the time when you will plant your
seed. Think back to the time in your life when you were under
conviction to come to Christ. It probably took several weeks of
thoughtful contemplation before getting up the nerve to come to the
pastor, and letting him lead you through a prayer of repentance and
receiving Christ into your heart. The faith that is needed to fertilize
the soil of your heart is also put there as a gift to you from God.
Other people probably had an influence in helping you to come to
that faith also. That is why we call that sowing a seed, whenever
there are those around you speaking the Word over you, or any time
you hear a sermon or watch the worshippers worshipping. All of
these things contributed to your faith, and your readiness to allow the
Seed to be planted. So wait for the right time to plant your little seed in the
pot of soil. It won’t be long now. Read the instructions thoroughly and plan
ahead.

Prayer: Lord, I pray that today will be the day of salvation for some soul,
the planting of a seed, someone else may be the soul-gardener, and
someone else may be harvesting as we speak. Let us all be doers of your
marvelous word and not just hearers. Amen



DAY SEVEN................. CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth monthééééeée..First Week
(Devotional )éééeé.. (Bible Study)
MEDITATING ON THE WORD

Scripture Reading: Romans 3:23 -24,4:7,10:8 -10,13 -17
“Yes, all have sinned, all fall short of God’s glorious ideal. Yet now
God declares us “not guilty” of offending Him if we trust in Jesus
Christ, who in His kindness takes away our sins.” “"Blessed and to be
envied, David said, are those whose sins are forgiven and put out of
sight.” “For if you tell others (confess) with your own mouth that
Jesus Christ is your Lord, and believe in your own heart that God has
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in
his heart that a man becomes right with God; and with his mouth he
tells others of his faith, confirming his salvation.” “"Anyone who calls
upon the name of the Lord will be saved. But how shall they ask Him
to save them unless they believe in Him? And how can they believe in
Him if they have never heard about Him? And how can they hear
about Him unless someone tells them? And how will anyone go and
tell them unless someone sends him. That is what the scriptures are
talking about when they say, "How beautiful are the feet of those
who preach the Gospel of peace with God and bring glad tidings of
good things.” In other words, how welcome are those who come
preaching God’s Good News! " “Yet faith comes from listening to this
Good News—the Good News about Christ.”

Let us pause and meditate and summarize and review what we have been learning

together. Our hearts have to be prepared for receiving the seed by other seed T the
word of God T thatis how faith comes about, from hearing the
seedod0 must be in our hearts first before we are act uce

The cultivation has twoedado.wiTte tseer iipwtourde speaks cl ea
repentance first; before rec eiving the Lord, we must be cleansed. But how can we be

cleansed before He comes into our hearts?? For Him to come in with His Holiness, we

must be prepared soil - we must be purified. We know from other scripture that His

blood cleanses us from all sin. T his happens upon our trust in His salvation, and His

forgiveness of our sin. If we only have a head -knowledge of Jesus and know all the

facts about Him but do not come under conviction of our sinfulness, how can we truly

repent? Remember that God looks at our hearts to see if we are truly repentant and

He also knows if we truly have faith. We must have knowledge of the Word to be

convicted of our sin and to begin receiving faith (wt

repent and ask Christ into our hearts. The verse goes on to say fAhow can w
the word without a preacher (who interprets the word for us). That is why it is so

i mportant to come to church (thatdés wusually where yol
to them so that we will be cultivated. | love thes e analogies because Jesus used

them to illustrate the Kingdom and because they are so understandable.

Pray: Lord, have | been prepared by Your Word, cultivated, purified and fertilized? Search me today, and

test me, Lord, is my soil pleasing to You? Have | been truly prepared for Your Seed, Christ, if not -show me
what | need to do. In Jesus Name, Amen



FOOTPRINTS TO A CLOSER WALK
CHAPTER FIPE
“THE SOWER”
MAY DEYOTIOCNAL
SCCOND WEECK -

“PLANTING THE SEER”



DAY EIGHT................. CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth monthééééé. Second Week
(Devotional )éééeé.. (Bible Study)

SOWING THE SEED

Scripture Reading: Col.1:24; John 12:24-27
“This is the wonderful news that came to each of you and is now
spreading all over the world. And I, Paul, have the joy of telling
others. But part of my work is to suffer for you; and I am glad, for I
am helping to finish up the remainder of Christ’s sufferings for His
body, the Church.” * Jesus replied that the time had come for Him to
return to His glory in heaven, and that ‘I must fall and die like a
kernel of wheat that falls into the furrows of the earth. Unless I die I
will be alone—a single seed. But my death will produce many new
wheat kernels—a plentiful harvest of new lives. If you love your life
down here - you will lose it. If you despise your life down here—you
will exchange it for eternal glory.” ”

We are now ready to plant our little seed into our pot. I trust that you have
chosen the seed that you wish to plant and are ready to sow it today. The
scripture for today has hidden inside a secret meaning. Here it is:
Some things of value in life — hurt! We have prepared the soil, and that even
had an element of hard work and effort. But in our spiritual preparation, we
had things in our lives that we liked that we had to give up, changes in our
lives took place with new ways and ideas. There were disciplines in our lives
that had to start being developed within us in order to follow Christ’s
leading. Jesus paid the price - so whatever we have to do is nothing
compared to that. Jesus said that He had to die like a kernel of wheat in
order for this seed to produce new life. And Paul said that he was helping to
“finish up the remainder of Christ’s sufferings for His body, the Church.”
Then Jesus goes on to say that we must despise our life in order to save it
for eternity. I take that to mean that we should hate our sinful life before
we came to Christ and exchanged it for our new life in Christ, and
denouncing the worldly lusts all around us in the world, and clinging to
Christ.

In your pot of soil that represents your own heart, dig down into the soil
and find the place that you want to place the seed. As you are doing that,
think of the SEED being planted in your own heart, and give Him praise.

Pray: Father, I come to you today, ready for You to plant within my heart,
the Seed of Christ, trusting Him to save my soul from hell, and creating
inside of that heart a new life. Praise Your Name, Amen



DAY NINE................. CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth monthééééé. Second Week
(Devot i onal )éeééeé. . (Bible Study)

IN THE BEGINNING
Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:1 -5

“"When God began creating the heavens and the earth, the earth was at first
a shapeless, chaotic mass, with the Spirit of God brooding over the dark
vapors. Then God said, “"Let there be light.” And light appeared. And God
was pleased with it, and divided the light from the darkness. So He let it
shine for a while, and then there was darkness again. He called the light
“daytime,’ and the darkness “nighttime.” Together they formed the first

day.”

This is our first day of watching and waiting for our little seed to begin to
make the necessary changes inside the soil and begin its’ ascent toward the
surface. I likened this to the beginning of creation because I think that each

one of us will find an interesting correlation in this and it will perhaps help
us to appreciate more fully, our amazing Creator. In Ephesians 3:17 we read
about God’s Soil - "And I pray that Christ will be more and more at home in
your hearts, living within you as you trust in Him. May your roots go down
deep into the soil of God’s marvelous love..."

I have mentioned the fact that this is the same soil (Dirt) that God formed
the first human being out of! The Soil of His Love; nhow here is something
that needs to be further examined. Let’s meditate on the idea here of going
back to our “roots” and think about going into the depths of the earth,
(down deep into the pot of soil we have prepared for our seed) where there
is NO light. Only soil all around us. Eph. 3:18-19, “and may you be able to
feel and understand, as all God’s children should, how long, how wide, how
deep, and how high, His Love really is; and to experience this love for
yourselves...

Oh, the glory of it, we are buried in His Love, just as Christ was after
His death on the Cross! Stay there awhile and realize what the
meaning of it is.

Pray: Father, I am buried in the soil of Your love. It is time to die - to
self, to my old ways, to my sinful ways, to..my way or the highway.
Cover me and smother me with Your love. Amen



DAY TEN................. CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth monthééééé. Second Week
(Devotional )éééeé.. (Bible Study)

THE SECOND DAY
Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:6-8; Eph. 4:19; Col.2:9-10

“And God said, ‘Let the vapors separate to form the sky above
and the oceans below.’ So God made the sky, dividing the vapor
above from the water below. This all happened on the second
day.” “"May you experience this love for yourselves, though it is
so great that you will never see the end of it or fully know or
understand it. And so at last you will be filled up with God
Himself!” “For in Christ there is all of God in a human body; so
you have everything when you have Christ, and you are filled
with God through your union with Christ. He is the highest
ruler, with authority over every other power.”

Today we must water our seed so that it can begin to sprout
underneath the earth, in the dark. Were you buried under the
earth for a while in your meditation from yesterday? Did you
feel like you were the one who was the seed? Good! That’s
what we needed to feel. Did you feel God’s Love all around
you? I hope so. Do you know the song, “"Cleanse my heart, Oh
God”? We sing, “You are the potter, I am the clay, mold me and
make me, this is what I pray.” Let us picture today, the potter’s
hands molding a piece of clay into a ball, making each one of
us. His hands touch every bit of that clay, He touches us and
molds us into whatever He wants us to be. Yesterday, His soil
engulfed us with His love, today His hands mold us into His
image. And yet, the scripture above tells of Him filling us,
inside. Think on these things and give glory to God.

Pray: Lord, it is humbling to think of these things today. I know
that I am nothing but a piece of clay, and just putty in Your
hands. Mold me however You want me to be. Your will be done.
Amen



DAY ELEVEN................. CHAPTER FIVE
Fi fth mont sécénd Week
(Devotional )éééeé.. (Bible Study)

THE THIRD DAY
Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:9-13;Eph. 2:4-6; Col.2:11-12
“"Then God said, ‘Let the waters beneath the sky be gathered into
oceans so that the dry land will emerge.’ And so it was. Then God
named the dry land “earth” and the water “seas”. And God was
pleased. And He said, ‘Let the earth burst forth with every sort of
grass and seed-bearing plant, and fruit trees with seeds inside the
fruit, so that these seeds will produce the kinds of plants and fruits
they came from. And so it was and God was pleased. This all occurred
on the third day.” “"But God is so rich in mercy and loved us so much
that even though we were spiritually dead and doomed by our sins,
He gave us back our lives again when He raised Christ from the
dead—only by His undeserved favor have we ever been saved—and
lifted us up from the grave into glory along with Christ, where we sit
with Him in heavenly realms—all because of what Jesus Christ did.”
“"When you came to Christ He set you free from your evil desires, not
by a bodily operation of circumcision but by a spiritual operation; the
baptism of your soul. For in baptism you see how your old, evil
nature died with Him and was buried with Him; and then you came
up out of death with Him into a new life because you trusted the
Word of the mighty God who raised Christ from the dead.”

Praise the Lord for His mighty words, helping us to understand
further what He wants us to see here. We have been buried (in
God’s Soil of Love) WITH CHRIST! Yes, we were in the ground
just as the Seed was! Now, I get it. Do you? Let’s go back to
the pot of soil again and through imagination, dive back down
under the soil, pour the water over it now, this is to be
representative of baptism. Jesus was baptized, out of
obedience to His Father, as an example for us to follow. If you
have received Christ into your heart, you must now be
baptized. It is a very important step of faith.

Pray: Father, I have been buried with Jesus, and I have come
up out of the baptismal waters, refreshed and clean, I am now
resurrected with my Lord. Thank You Jesus, Amen



DAY TWELVE...........ccceus CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................ Second Week
(Devotional)........cucus (Bible Study)

LET THERE BE LIGHT
Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:14-19; John 1:1-9

“Then God said, “Let there be bright lights in the sky to give light to
the earth and to identify the day and the night; they shall bring about
the seasons on the earth, and mark the days and years.” And so it
was. For God made two huge lights, the sun and moon, to shine down
upon the earth—the larger one, the sun, to preside over the day and
the smaller one, the moon, to preside through the night; He also
made the stars. And God set them in the sky to light the earth, and to
preside over the day and night, and to divide the light from the
darkness. And God was pleased. This all happened on the fourth
day.” "Before anything else existed, there was Christ, with God. He
has always been alive and is Himself God. He created everything
there is—nothing exists that He didn’t make. Eternal life is in Him,
and this life gives light to all mankind. His life is the light that shines
through the darkness and the darkness can never extinguish it. God
sent John the Baptist as a witnhess to the fact that Jesus Christ is the
true light. John himself was not the light; he was only a witness to
identify it. Later on, the one who is the true light arrived to shine on
everyone coming into the world.”

God created the lights to rule the seasons, and night & day to divide
the light from the darkness. Then He sent Jesus to be the Light that
shines “through” the darkness. His Light shines on everyone coming
into the world. He is the Sun of God - ok, the Son. But it is no
coincidence that He has the same name as the sun and He does a lot
of the same things that the sun does. We need the Son shining into
our lives to help us to grow fruit. Just as with our little seed down
under the soil, in darkness right now - it is even now sensing the
sunlight above. Putting the pot in direct sunlight will certainly speed
along the process of fermentation, sprouting, & breaking forth
through the soil’s surface. We need God’s light to help us to see
clearly what His Word is saying, & to see our way as we follow Jesus
wherever He takes us on His path.

PRAY: Lord, lead me on the path of righteousness, as I drink in Your
sunlight and living water, I sense Your presence, restoring me and
refreshing me, and helping me to grow fruit. Amen



HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! THE DEVOTIONAL FOR THE
14™ IS VERY APPROPRIATE FOR THIS SPECIAL TIME
TO SHOW OUR APPRECIATION FOR ALL OUR
MOTHERS. YOU WILL BE ABLE TO USE THIS IN ANY
GIVEN YEAR, FOR THE DAY ON WHICH MOTHER’S DAY

FALLS.



DAY THIRTEEN..........ccceeu CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................ Second Week
(Devotional)........cucus (Bible Study)

HE PROVIDED ALL THINGS
Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:20-26; Gen. 2:18-20

“Then God said, "Let the waters team with fish and other life, and let
the skies be filled with birds of every kind. So God created great sea
creatures and every sort of fish and kind of bird. And God looked at
them with pleasure, and blessed them all. “"Multiply and stock the
oceans”, He told them, and to the birds He said, ‘Let your numbers
increase. Fill the earth!” That ended the fifth day. And God said, “Let
the earth bring forth every kind of animal—cattle and reptiles and
wildlife of every kind. And so it was. God made all sorts of wild
animals and cattle and reptiles. And God was pleased with what He
had done. Then God said, “Let us make a man - someone like
ourselves, to be the master of all life upon the earth and in the skies
and in the seas.” “"And the Lord God said, ‘It isn’t good for man to be
alone; I will make a companion for him, a helper suited to his needs.
So the Lord God formed from the soil every kind of animal and bird,
and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and
whatever he called them, that was their name. But still, there was no
proper helper for the man. ”

God was pleased! He had created all living things-to fill the sea, the
sky, and then the earth. First He made all of the places of their
habitat; all the food and every provision for them - then He created
them. God plans ahead, very carefully, to see to it that all things that
are needed for life are already there first, before He proceeds to the
next level of creation. The final level of creation is man - who could
take care of all of His creation; a caretaker of the earth! All of
creation was in preparation and provision for His “"Masterpiece” -
Mankind. An exact image of Himself! Not only was everything
prepared for man, but also man was prepared to care for all living
things.

Pray: Lord help us to see now, a new thing about your character of
love. How You continue to prepare and provide all things in advance
to sustain our lives, providing for Your creation. Lord, help us to
understand our role in the care of our planet. Praise You & Thank You
Lord. Amen



DAY FOURTEEN............cu:.- CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................ Second Week
(Devotional)........cucus (Bible Study)

THE EXCELLENCE OF CREATION

Scripture Reading: Gen. 1:27-31; Gen. 2:7,15-17,21-24; Gen 3:20
“ So God made man like his Maker. Like God did God make man; Man and maid
did He make them. And God blessed them and told them, “Multiply and fill the
earth and subdue it; you are masters of the fish and birds and all the animals. And
look! I have given you the seed-bearing plants throughout the earth, and all the fruit
trees for your food. And I’ve given all the grass and plants to the animals and birds
for their food. Then God looked over all that He had made, and it was excellent in
every way. This ended the sixth day.” “The time came when the Lord God formed a
man’s body from the dust of the ground and breathed into it the breath of life, and
man became a living person.” “The Lord God placed the man in the Garden of
Eden as its gardener, to tend and care for it. But the Lord God gave the man this
warning: ’You may eat any fruit in the garden except fruit from the Tree of
Conscience—for its fruit will open your eyes to make you aware of right and wrong,
of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you will be doomed to die.” “Then the Lord God
caused the man to fall into a deep sleep, and took one of his ribs and closed up the
place from which he had removed it, and made the rib into a woman, and brought
her to the man. ‘This is it!” Adam exclaimed. ‘She is part of my own bone and flesh!
Her name is ‘woman’ because she was taken out of a man.”” “The man named his
wife Eve (meaning “the life-giving one”) for he said, “"She shall become the
mother of all mankind.”

May I point out an interesting fact here, that the animals and the
man were both formed from the soil, but the woman was created
from Adam’s Rib! . Have you ever dwelt upon this truth and what it
all means? One teaching is that this pictures Christ, as His side was
pierced at the crucifixion & water & blood gushed out. (The teaching
is one of a symbolic meaning of the blood and water being that which
this verse seems to be speaking: (see 1John 5:4-8)). Also, relating to
Adam'’s side being opened up to take out a rib to create the woman,
symbolic of the Church (Jesus’ Bride). Also, there is a saying that
“woman was taken not from man’s head to rule over him, nor from
his feet to be trampled upon, but from his side under his arm, to be
protected, and closest to his heart, to be loved.”

Pray: Oh Lord, grant to us Wisdom, to understand and apply Your
Word so that we would grow spiritually from the truths You show us
from Your Light. Amen



Art by Connie Rhodes and Poem by Catherine Price



FOOTPRINTS TO 4 CLOSER WALR
CHAPTER FIPE
“THE SOWER”
MAY DBEYOTIOCNAL
THITD WEECR -

“ABIDING I CHRIST”



DAY FIFTEEN.................CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................Third Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

AND GOD RESTED

Scripture Reading: Gen. 2:1 -3;Heb. 4:1 -11
“Now at last the heavens and earth were successfully completed,
with all that they contained. So on the seventh day, having finished
His task, God ceased this work that He had been doing.” “For only we
who believe God can enter into His rest. He has said, 'I have sworn in
my anger that those who don’t believe me will never get in,” even
though He has been ready and waiting for them since the world
began. We know He is ready and waiting because it is written that
God rested on the seventh day of creation, having finished all that He
had planned to make. Even so they didn’t get in, for God finally said,
‘they shall never enter my rest’. Yet the promise remains and some
get in—but not those who had the first chance, for they disobeyed
God and failed to enter. But He has set another time for coming in,
and that time is now. He announced this through King David long
years after man’s first failure to enter, saying in the words already
quoted, ‘Today when you hear Him calling, do not harden your hearts
against Him.’ This new place of rest He is talking about does not
mean the land of Israel that Joshua led them into. If that were what
God meant, He would not have spoken long afterwards about “today”
being the time to get in. So there is a full, complete rest still waiting
for the people of God. Christ has already entered there. He is resting
from His work, just as God did after creation.”

Was God tired after all that hard work of creating the world and everything
in it? No, God never rests or sleeps in the sense that He has a body like ours
that has limitations. He has no limitations—no boundaries—no
encumbrances. He is God! So, why was this day so special? After all the
creation was before Him, He was very pleased and all things were
complete—7 is His number of completeness. It was a Holy Day - because it
was finished!” Doesn’t that sound familiar. God’s plan of salvation was
completed at the Cross. Now man would be given the second chance he
always needed. The work of Grace was now complete, what a journey all of
this story of grace has taken, from the time God created man, until the end
of time, we see God’s marvelous, amazing grace.

So we rest as we await our little seed to be transformed from glory to glory.

Pray: Father, how glorious it is, understanding all that You have done
to show us Your wonderful love for us. Thank You. Amen



DAY SIXTEEN...........ccuuse CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................ Third Week
(Devotional).......cuueuse (Bible Study)

ESTABLISHING THE ROOT SYSTEM
Scripture Reading: John 15:5-8; Mark 4:5-6
“Yes, I am the Vine; you are the branches. Whoever lives in me and I
in him shall produce a large crop of fruit. For apart from me you can’t
do a thing. If anyone separates from me, he is thrown away like a
useless branch, withers, and is gathered into a pile with all the
others and burned. But if you stay in me and obey my commands,
you may ask any request you like, and it will be granted! My true
disciples produce bountiful harvests. This brings great glory to my
Father.” "Some(seed) fell on stony ground, where it did not have
much earth; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth of
earth. But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because it had
no root it withered away.”

The Living Version of the Bible speaks plainly that to abide in Christ
is to Live in Christ. Jesus says that we are to live our lives “attached”
to Jesus. His analogy of the vine or trunk of the tree being Him and
the branches being the believers, stresses the fact that it is vital that
we stay attached. In scriptures we have already gone through, we
remember that He says that we should let our roots go down deep
into the soil of God’s Love. So our root system is so important.
Without Him we can do nothing. But with Him we can produce a large
harvest of fruit. Our little seed we have planted in our pot of soil, is
no doubt sprouting as we read this devotional today. As this is
happening there are tiny roots beginning to reach out for sustenance.
These are hungry for nourishment. Are you hungry for God’s Love?
John 15:9-10 tells us how to establish the Root System—or how to
live within His love—obedience to the command He gave us to love
one another. Verses 7-8 say if we stay in Him and obey His
commands we may ask any request we like and it will be granted.
“My true disciples produce bountiful harvests.”

Pray: Lord of the Harvest, I pray that you will grant to all of us who
want to obey You and please You, that bountiful crop. We are hungry
for You, Lord, hungry for righteousness, thirsty for living water,
starving for more Living Bread. Lead us on to greener pastures, Our
Chief Shepherd, Amen



DAY SEVENTEEN.................CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................Third Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

THE GRAFTING OF THE BRANCHES

Scripture Reading: Romans 11:15-21; Mark 4:15
“When God turned away from the Jews it meant that He turned toward the
rest of the world to offer His salvation; and now it is even more wonderful
when the Jews come to Christ. It will be like dead people coming back to
life. And since Abraham and the prophets are God’s people, their children
will be too. For if the roots of the tree are holy, the branches will be too. But
some of the branches from Abraham’s tree, some of the Jews, have been
broken off. And you Gentiles who were branches from, we might say, a wild
olive tree, were grafted in. So now you, too, receive the blessing God has
promised Abraham and his children, sharing in God’s rich nourishment of
His own special olive tree. But you must be careful not to brag about being
put in to replace the branches that were broken off. Remember that you are
important only because you are now a part of God’s tree, you are just a
branch, not a tree. “"Well” you might be saying, “"those branches were
broken off to make room for me so I must be pretty good.” Watch
out! Remember that those branches, the Jews, were broken off
because they didn’t believe God, and you are there only because you
do. Do not be proud, be humble and grateful—and careful. For if God
did not spare the branches He put there in the first place, he won't
spare you either.” “"The hard pathway, where some of the seed fell,
represents the hard hearts of some of those who hear God’s
message. Satan comes at once to try to make them forget it.”

Our little seed will probably never produce a large enough plant to be
grafted into, but we as Christians need to understand that we are grafted
into Him, because we are mostly “gentile” and the covenant was with
Israel. Now the New Covenant with Jesus has grafted us into the Tree of
God. God’s analogies all are very helpful to us to understand the underlying
message of spiritually deeper meanings. Isn’t it wonderful that the Spirit of
God inspired Paul to write a lengthy explanation about what would happen
to the Jews through history to the very end. This is our invitation to reach
out to our Jewish friends and proclaim that Jesus Christ is the Messiah they
have been waiting for.

The seed sown on hard ground represents people’s hard hearts and how
Satan makes them forget the message of Good News to all people.

The Jewish people are not the only ones with hard hearts, many hearts have
grown hard and cold.

Pray: Lord, Help us to be mindful of our Jewish brothers and sisters,
who You have not forgotten nor forsaken. Please help us to have soft
hearts for all of those who need You. Amen



DAY EIGHTEEN................. CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................ Third Week
(Devotional).......c.uuuus (Bible Study)

PRUNING OF THE BRANCHES

Scripture Reading: John 15:1-4; Mark 4:18-19
“I am the True Vine and My Father is the Gardener. He lops off every
branch that doesn’t produce. And He prunes those branches that bear
fruit for even larger crops. He has already tended you by pruning you
back for greater strength and usefulness by means of the commands
I gave you.”

“The thorny ground represents the hearts of people who listen to the
Good News and receive it, but all too quickly the attractions of this
world and the delights of wealth, and the search for success and lure
of nice things come in and crowd out God’s message from their
hearts, so that no crop is produced.”

This is what happened to the third seed in the parable on the sower,
all of these “things” in their lives kept them from being fruitful
because they were "TOO BUSY"” with the things of the world.

If you have been following along on this complete daily devotional,
from the beginning of the year till now, you will recall that I have
pointed out something about pruning on the segment on “Love”. Let
us revisit that: “"The bottom line is—be fruitful! Pruning keeps the
branch clean from anything that would cause deadness, corruption,
or barrenness.”

According to the scripture in John 15:4 above, God has already
pruned us back by the commands He has given us. Aren’t we glad
that it isn’t a punishment or anything that we have to even do for
ourselves, but that it has already been done? We have entered that
rest. Hallelujah! It is the work of Grace in our lives, that just keeps
getting better and better!

Pray: Praise You My Lord and Savior! Because of Your sacrifice for
me, because You loved me so much even before I ever loved You, I
have been given the opportunity to choose to come to You, and then
became a grafted and pruned branch on Your Divine Tree. I worship
before You, Awesome God! Amen



DAY NINETEEN............ccuet CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................ Third Week
(Devotional).......c.uuuus (Bible Study)

SOWING PRODUCES A HARVEST

Scripture Reading: Mark 4:20-25;Matt.7:15-20
“But the good soil represents the hearts of those who truly accept
God’s message and produce a plentiful harvest for God—thirty, sixty,
or even a hundred times as much as was planted in their hearts.
Then He asked them, "When someone lights a lamp, does he put a
box over it to shut out the light? Of course not! The light couldn’t be
seen or used. A lamp is placed on a stand to shine and be useful. All
that is hidden will someday come to light. If you have ears, listen!
And be sure to put into practice what you hear. The more you do this,
the more you will understand what I tell you. To him who has shall
be given; from him who has not shall be taken away even what he
has. " "Beware of false teachers who come disguised as harmless
sheep, but are wolves and will tear you apart. You can detect them
by the way they act, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit. You
need never confuse grapevines with thorn bushes or figs with
thistles. Different kinds of fruit trees can quickly be identified by
examining their fruit. A variety that produces delicious fruit never
produces an inedible kind. And a tree producing an inedible kind
can’t produce what is good. So the trees having the inedible fruit are
chopped down and thrown in the fire. Yes, the way to identify a tree
or a person is by the kind of fruit produced. “

In our parable on the Sower, all of the various types of soil were
illustrating people’s heart conditions. And in all of the cases, they
heard the message. So we know that the seed was the message, and
even though the real Sower was God, in some of the analogies, the
sower was a person with a message of the Good News! But the one
seed that fell upon good soil, was the person who was willing to not
only hear the message, but let the message change their heart, and
ultimately change their life. The difference was that they followed through.
They were able to produce a harvest because they were willing to obey the
commands that they heard in the message, and then they were fruitful. “"Be
ye doers of the Word, and not Hearers of the Word only!”

Pray: Father, forgive me for not always heeding your message, and letting
my “busy-ness” get in the way of “"Hearing” Your voice in my heart. I
repent before You, help me to put aside everything else and make
You the first priority in My life. Amen



DAY TWENTY.................CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................Third Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

THE INDWELLING SPIRIT
Scripture Reading: John 14:12-22(Living) 23-24(NKJV); 15:9-12

“In solemn truth I tell you, anyone believing in Me shall do the same miracles I have done,
and even greater ones, because | am going to be with the Father. You can ask Him for
anything, using My name, and | will do it, for this will bring praise to the Father because of
what I, the Son, will do for you. Yes, ask anything, using My name, and | will do it! If you
love Me, obey Me; and | will ask the Father and He will give you another Comforter, and
He will never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, the Spirit who leads into all truth. The world
at large cannot receive Him, for it isn’t looking for Him and doesn’t recognize Him. But you
do, for He lives with you now and some day shall be in you. No | will not abandon you or
leave you as orphans in the storm—I will come to you.” “Jesus answered and said, “If
anyone loves Me, he will keep My Word; and My Father will love him, and We Will Come
to him and make our Home with him. He who does not love Me does not keep My words,
and the Word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me.” “As the Father
loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. If you keep My commandments, you will
abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.
These things | have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may
be full. This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”

The Holy Spirit has made His abode in our hearts. This is abiding. He is there — within us.
So if we are trying to understand how we are “connected” to God, this is our answer. If you
are still not convinced — turn to Acts 2:38-39;Romans 6:9-11; 26-27. | like to think of it this
way: The Holy Spirit is the “sap” in the tree of God. The sap is what sustains the branches
that are abiding in the Vine. God has created all of Life for all His purposes and He has also
created Laws of Nature that keeps all the planets in their orbits, and all the seasons change
right on schedule, and the tides of the ocean know when to go out and come in, etc. So many
of His laws of nature are also designed into His Commandments to us. He says if we obey
His commands that is the sign that we love Him, just as all of nature follows His commands
for them. It is as if the natural course of all creation actually abides in Him. His invitation
comes to us: “Come, follow me.”

Pray: Oh Lord, how simple it seems to be for all nature to obey you, why does it seem so
difficult for man to obey? As we meditate on all nature obeying You, help us to find our
place in the scheme of things and be still....and KNOW You are GOD! Amen



DAY TWENTY-ONE.................CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................Third Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

ABIDING

Today | want to give you an awesome quote from Rev. Andrew Murray:
From “Abide In Christ”
“Nothing will more exalt free grace, and make man bow very low before it, than this
knowledge of the mystery ‘OF GOD IN CHRIST.’ It is easy to see what a mighty influence
it must exert on the believer who seeks to abide in Christ. What a sure standing-ground it
gives him, as he rests his right to Christ and all His fullness on nothing less than the
Father’s own purpose and work! We have thought of Christ as the Vine, and the believer as
the branch; let us not forget that other precious word, ‘My Father is the Husbandman.’ The
Saviour said, ‘Every plant which my Heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up;’
but every branch grafted by Him in the True Vine, shall never be plucked out of His hand.
As it was the Father to whom Christ owed all He was, and in whom He had all His strength
and His life as the Vine, so to the Father the believer owes his place and his security in
Christ. The same love and delight with which the Father watched over the beloved Son
Himself, watches over every member of His body, every one who is in Christ Jesus. What
confident trust this faith inspires,-- not only as to the being kept in safety to the end, but
specially as to the being able to fulfill in every point the object for which I have been united
to Christ. The branch is as much in the charge and keeping of the husbandman as the vine;
his honor as much concerned in the well-being and growth of the branch as of the vine. The
God who chose Christ to be Vine fitted Him thoroughly for the work He had as Vine to
perform. The God who has chosen me and planted me in Christ, has thereby engaged to
secure, if I will but let Him, by yielding myself to Him, that | in every way be worthy of
Jesus Christ. Oh that I did but fully realize this! What confidence and urgency it would give
to my prayer to the God and Father of Jesus Christ! How it would quicken the sense of
dependence, and make me see that praying without ceasing is indeed the one need of my
life, an unceasing waiting, moment by moment, on the God who hath united me to Christ, to
perfect His own Divine work, to work in me both to will and to do of His good pleasure. And
what a motive this would be for the highest activity in the maintenance of a fruitful branch-
life! Motives are mighty powers; it is of infinite importance to have them high and clear.
Here surely is the highest: You are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works; grafted by Him into Christ, unto the bringing forth of much fruit. Whatever God
creates is exquisitely suited to its end. He created the sun to give light — how perfectly it does
its work! He created the eye to see — how beautifully it fulfills its object! He created the new
man unto good works — how admirably it is fitted for its purpose! Of God | am in Christ;
created anew, made a branch of the Vine, fitted for fruit-bearing. Would God that believers
would cease looking most at their old natures and complaining of their weakness, as if God
called them to what they were unfitted for! Would they but believingly and joyfully accept
the wondrous revelation of how God, in uniting them to Christ, has made Himself
chargeable for their spiritual growth and fruitfulness. ¢

Pray: Father, thank you so much for choosing me and grafting me into Christ, the Vine. Just as
Andrew has so aptly said it, let me accept Your Grace in my life, and joyfully accept this wondrous
revelation of how You, in uniting me to Christ, have made Yourself chargeable for my spiritual
growth and fruitfulness. | praise You, In Jesus Name, Amen



FOOTPRINTS TO 4 CLOSER WALR
CHAPTER FIPE
“THE SOPWER”
MAY DEYOTIONAL
FOURTH WEER —

“REAPING THE BHARYEST”



DAY TWENTY-TWO.................CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................Fourth Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

What It Means to Be Fruitful
Scripture Reading (NKJV) Gen. 1:27-28; Gal. 5:22-23; Rev. 22:1-2

“So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female
He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the
earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over
every living thing that moves on the earth.” “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such
there is no law.” “And He pointed out to me a river of pure Water of Life, clear as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb, coursing down the center of the main street.
On each side of the river grew Trees of Life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, with a fresh crop
each month; the leaves were used for medicine to heal the nations. *

By now, our little seed that we have planted in our pot should have sprouted and found its
way through the top soil and is now peaking out upon the world, growing bigger every day.
Give it a little water, and a little sunlight and if you are one of those who believe that talking

to your plant helps it to be happier, then go ahead, talk to it. When God told man to be
fruitful and multiply, we have always assumed that that meant to reproduce our own kind.
But notice what else He says right after that, to fill the earth and subdue it. So God gave
man a commission — to subdue or tread on the earth and fill it with others of our own kind,
for God loves our fellowship and communication. We were told to not eat of the fruit of the
tree of knowledge of good and evil. But all the other fruits were good to eat. Before the “fall
of man” people were innocent, they did not know right from wrong. The Living version of
the Bible interprets the Tree of Knowledge as the Tree of Conscience. So, the fall came
because of the disobedience of man, and the pride of man, to be like God and know good
and evil. Now we have a “conscience.” Now, in our New Life, the Great Commission has
proclaimed that we should go out and fill the earth with the Gospel Message, and multiply
more of our own kind, Christians, for the Kingdom of God. The Fruits that we are to grow
is the Fruit of the Spirit. We are told to imitate God, or be like Him, and that we are made
righteous because of our trust in Jesus Christ’s death for our sins. We are even called the
“New Man”, or God’s “New Creation”. To be fruitful — to grow the fruit of the Spirit —
takes hearing the Word, letting that Word become fertile soil in our hearts, allowing and
receiving the SEED, the Lord Jesus Christ into our hearts and lives, and letting the water of
the Word keep us clean and our hearts refreshed, and we will grow the fruit that God wills
for us to grow. His will is for us to be fruitful and multiply. We must continue to follow
Him.

Pray: Father I praise You for Your Word that just keeps giving and giving. To help me
hear Your instructions to me, so that | can keep bearing fruit. It is awesome how fruit got
us in trouble, but then Jesus came and saved us, getting us out of trouble and gave us the

fruit of the Spirit, in this life and will give us fruit in the Kingdom to come that will keep us
perfectly and eternally healthy. Thank You my precious creator, Amen



DAY TWENTY-THREE.................CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................Fourth Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

QUALITY OR QUANTITY
Scripture Reading: Matt. 13:24-30
“The Kingdom of God is like a farmer sowing good seed in his field; but one night as he
slept, his enemy came and sowed thistles among the wheat. When the crop began to grow,
the thistles grew too. The farmer’s men came and told him, ‘Sir, the field where you planted
that choice seed is full of thistles!” ‘An enemy has done it,” he exclaimed. ‘Shall we pull out
the thistles?’ they asked. ‘No,’ he replied. ‘You’ll hurt the wheat if you do. Let both grow
together until the harvest, and | will tell the reapers to sort out the thistles and burn them,
and put the wheat in the barn.””

In God’s command to multiply, we could think that it didn’t matter to Him; whatever, just
so there are lots of people. Remember why He wanted lots of people? For fellowship. The
people that He got the first time, were not all that great, as a matter of fact, most of them
were drowned in the Great Flood! Our scripture is talking about seeds being planted that
were not good seeds, and they produced worthless weeds. Not only that, they choked out a
lot of the good plants. They took over the whole field. This illustration is talking about the
Kingdom, or the Church. The weeds are those in the Church who have not come through
“The Door” — they stir up trouble and their hearts have not been changed. They are not
Christians. (So they are not truly part of Christ’s Church, but have a membership in their
local church all the same). But as the parable continues, we see that the question is raised —
shouldn’t we chop the weeds down? God said, ‘No, because the other plants might be
damaged by that, so just let them be until judgment, then everything will be taken care of,
by God. Somewhere else He says that vengeance is His, He will repay! Then there are the
words of Jesus, telling us how it will be at the end of time, when He will separate the sheep
from the goats. The sheep will go with Jesus, but the goats will be separated from God for
eternity. This should cause us to feel a great obligation to make sure that we, first of all, are
truly saved, and then do everything that we can to help those who may be “weeds” or
“goats”. It is our responsibility to bring people into the Kingdom, but we also have an
obligation to do a lot of tending of the garden. We must keep watering them with the word,
and mentoring them, and praying over them, never deserting them, making sure they’re
growing strong roots in God’s soil.

Pray: Lord, | know that it could sound to others as if I am being boastful or proud, thinking
that | am better off than some in the church who I might label “weeds” or “goats”. I know
that I must not judge, but You have given discernment for these things so that those who
need help can receive it. It may be me that others see as a “weed.” Help me to be a good
example and share with everyone the things You have done for me, and especially give to
everyone in need. Help me to be a soul-gardener and do my job right so that none of these
you give me end up being “weeds” and not wheat. Amen



DAY TWENTY-FOUR.................CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................Fourth Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

SOWING AND REAPING

Scripture Reading: Psalm 126 (NKJV) Gal. 6:7
“When Jehovah brought back His exiles to Jerusalem, it was like a dream! How we laughed
and sang for joy. And the other nations said, “What amazing things the Lord has done for
them.” Yes, glorious things! What wonder! What Joy! May we be refreshed as by streams
in the desert. Those who sow tears shall reap joy. Yes, they go out weeping, carrying seed
for sowing, and return singing—carrying their sheaves.”

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.
For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit
will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in
due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.”

It is a Law of nature that whatever you sow you will reap. It is a difficult saying in Psalm,
and | do not know if | can really interpret that with any knowledgeable explanation, but we
see that the sowing of the seed was not as joyous as the reaping. | think that this is a simple
truth in life. There is always a gamble in sowing. Sowing is giving, and reaping is receiving.
Both take some work, but reaping the harvest is all worth the effort. In the second scripture
from Galatians, it is a matter of doing the right sowing. We wouldn’t want to go out and
sow our wild oats (pun intended) and only reap corruption (thorny weeds). In other words,
it’s a waste and a shame. A waste of time and resources, and a shame that we made fools of
ourselves and hurt others also. That’s what happens when we don’t keep busy for the Lord.
He says that those who sow to the Spirit will reap everlasting life. WOW! We need to see
that this is actually talking about living “in the Spirit”. Remember what we have studied
about “abiding in Christ?” We are sowing “in the Spirit” when we are abiding in the Word
of God, and putting what we have learned into action, applying it to our lives. This will
result in the salvation of our souls, as well as others, and everlasting life will be our reward.
We will come rejoicing—Dbringing in the sheaves!

Pray: Lord, help me today to meditate upon Your Word to me. | know that You must be
speaking to my heart today about these matters, and | keep coming back to the same
conclusions because You know what the desire of my heart should be—You have placed it

there. Thank You for that guidance and that gentle shove today, that | might do those
things | know I must. Amen



DAY TWENTY-FIVE.................CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................Fourth Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

WEEDING YOUR GARDEN
Scripture from Day 23: Matt. 13:24-30

This parable is so different from the first one that we have used for our theme “The Sower”
taken from Mark 4:1-20. Today we will study the interpretation of the Parable of the Tares
(weeds)” Matt: 13:36-43-“Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the house. And
His disciples came to Him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.” He
answered and said to them, “He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the
world, the good seeds are the sons of the Kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked
one. The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the
reapers are the angels. Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will
be at the end of this age. The Son of Man will send out His angels and they will gather out of
His Kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them
into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will
shine forth as the sun in the Kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, LET HIM
HEAR!”
I wanted to emphasize that because we have been talking about this “hearing” of the Word
being the very thing that has got to happen before anyone can even begin on their journey
of preparing the soil, or planting seed, or growing fruit. So, how is your little plant coming
along? Hopefully, there is just the plant that you were expecting to come up, and not some
other strange looking weeds as well. Well, get those old weeds out of there. Look back on
the Footprint and see what Connie Rhodes had to say: “Plant those seeds, but don’t stand
around and watch it grow. Either keep the weeds away and/or keep planting, letting nature
(Spirit) take its’ course.” In our soul-gardening, it isn’t quite that easy, is it? There are
those folks in the church that just don’t seem to be growing at all. Then there are those that
are frustrated because no one ever wants to launch out and do something new, and
sometimes people’s talents and gifts are passed over and not recognized or regarded as
valuable. What a shame, when God gives a gift to someone and it is not utilized in the
church. Perhaps that very gift, if recognized, could bring that other person, who doesn’t
seem to be doing any growing, a new spark of life, a new perspective, a change of attitude.

Pray: Father, there are so many challenges in our church today. I know that satan is
working over-time to cause problems because he knows that his time is short. | also have
just been reminded by the Spirit, that what Connie had to say was very wise, “Let the Spirit
take its’ course. Let the dear Holy Spirit work out the needs in the church and speak into
each heart what He wants them to do, and help us all just love on each other and rest in
Him. Amen



DAY TWENTY-SIX..........:......CHAPTER FIVE

Fifth month................Fourth Week

(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

WATERING
Scripture Reading: Exodus 17:1-61;1 Cor. 10:1-4:
“Now at God’s command, the people of Israel left the Sihn Desert, going by easy stages to
Rephidim. But upon arrival, there was no water! So once more the people growled and
complained to Moses. ‘Give us water’, they wailed. “Quiet!” Moses commanded. “Are you
trying to test God’s patience with you?” But, tormented by thirst, they cried out, “Why did
you ever take us out of Egypt? Why did you bring us here to die, with our children and
cattle too!” Then Moses pleaded with Jehovah, “What shall | do? For they are almost ready
to stone me.” Then Jehovah said to Moses, “Take the elders of Israel with you and lead the
people out to Mt. Horeb, I will meet you there at the “Rock.” Strike it with your rod — the
same one you struck the Nile with — the water will come pouring out, enough for everyone!”
Moses did as he was told, and the water gushed out!”
“For we must never forget dear brothers, what happened to our people in the wilderness
long ago; God guided them by sending a cloud that moved along ahead of them, and He
brought them all safely through the waters of the Red Sea. This might be called their
“baptism” baptized both in sea and cloud-as followers of Moses-their commitment to Him
as their leader. And by a miracle God sent them food to eat and water to drink there in the
desert; they drank the water that Christ gave them. He was there with them as a mighty
rock of spiritual refreshment. Yet after all this most of them did not obey God, and He
destroyed them in the wilderness.”

Our daily tending of our little plant includes weeding, watering, and protecting. Do not
over-water. These scriptures are among my favorites — they are connecting the Old
Testament and the New Testament by explaining in the New, what was really happening in
the Old. Much like how Jesus explained the parables to His disciples. | also think of the
scripture that talks about the “washing of the water of the word.” I like to think that this
somehow would also include a “refreshing” of our memories of what other scriptures have
mentioned, and then later is explained better. It goes back to what we discovered earlier,
that God provides our needs before we ever know what those needs are. Give Him praise
and thanksgiving. Christ is our Rock, as well as our Living Water. Our April Study was all
about that Living Water that we discovered was The Holy Spirit. Just like we are told to
abide in Christ, for without Him we can do nothing, also, we are to abide in the Holy Spirit,
our spiritual water, that satisfies our thirst for righteousness, and refreshes our minds, and
washes our feet as we continue walking on the path of Christ.

Pray: Oh Lord, how awesome are the wonderful history and stories in the Bible that bring
so much more understanding to us of Your marvelous provision and love for us. Thank You
and Praise You, In Jesus, Amen



DAY TWENTY-SEVEN..............CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................Fourth Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

PROTECTION

Scripture Reading: Psalm 46 (NKJV)

“God is our refuge and our strength, a very present help in trouble, therefore we will not
fear, even though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst
of the sea; though its waters roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with its
swelling. There is a river whose streams shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of
the tabernacle of the Most High. God is in the midst of her, she shall not be moved; God
shall help her, just at the break of dawn. The nations raged, the kingdoms were moved; He
uttered His voice, the earth melted. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our
refuge. Come, behold the works of the Lord, who has made desolations in the earth. He
makes wars cease to the end of the earth; He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two; He
burns the chariot in the fire. Be still and know that | am God; | will be exalted among the
nations, | will be exalted in the earth! The Lord of Hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our
refuge.”

We would like to protect our little plant from any weeds, or harsh, scorching sunlight, or
any lack in nourishment or water, or even a curious cat or child. We naturally want to
protect our own creation. We think of our own children, and how much we want to protect
them from all the evils out there in the world. But we are unable to protect them completely,
just like our plant. We can keep watch over it, and over our children, but when they are out
of our view, out of our sphere of protection or guidance, there is only one thing to do—pray.
We know that God is our protector and that He knows what’s going on with those we love
and want to protect, and so we go to Him with our requests to protect them. Prayer is such
a natural part of abiding in Christ. We go to Him with all of our needs and requests. His
promises about answering our prayers are so comforting. Later on we will delve into the
subject of prayer in much detail. For now, let us go once more to the Psalms and use the 23"
Psalm for our prayer today:

Pray: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green
pastures; He leads me beside the still waters, He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths
of righteousness for His name’s sake. Yes, though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death | will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil,
my cup runs over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life and |
shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Amen



DAY TWENTY-EIGHT.................CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................Fourth Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

GOD’S GARDEN—NOT OURS!
(planting the seed)
(or knowing)
Scripture Reading: 1 Cor. 3:6-9; Matt. 13:23
“My work was to plant the seed in your hearts, and Apollos’ work was to water it, but it
was God, not we, who made the garden grow in your hearts. The person who does the
planting or watering isn’t very important, but God is important because He is the one who
makes things grow. Apollos and I are working as a team, with the same aim, though each of
us will be rewarded for his own hard work. We are only God’s co-workers. You are God’s
garden, not ours, you are God’s building, not ours.” “The good ground represents the heart
of a man who listens to the message, and understands it, and then goes out and brings
thirty, sixty, or even a hundred others into the Kingdom.”

Since we just have three more days in this month, | wanted to wrap it up by what can be
gleaned from all of the scriptures and messages that we have been given this month. The
parable of the Sower is what He has shown me as the basis for a three-fold learning process.
As we are a three-fold being- body, soul, and spirit — so is the process by which we grow as
Christians. This is the three-fold principle of the Parable of the Sower: We KNOW a truth
with our minds, we BELIEVE a truth with our hearts; and we LIVE out that truth in our
spirits. If we don’t get through the first and second phases of this learning process, we are
like the seed along the roadside that the birds ate up, or like the seeds that fell on rocky
ground that sprang up quickly but soon became scorched by the sun. Other seed fell among
thorns and got choked out, the birds were interpreted as the wicked one, snatching what
was sown in the man’s heart. The man whose seed falls on good soil is he who hears (knows)
the word and grasps (believes) it and bears fruit (lives it out). Today let us focus on knowing
the Word. We hear with our ears and our minds contemplate what was said, or written. We
know that these words are true, because we either hear them from someone who we count
as trust-worthy, and have enough knowledge already to know that the Bible is the truth and
in so many ways has proven to us that it is the inerrant word of God. The knowledge that
we gain from the words we hear or read determines what our next step will be. It is the
challenge of decision — do we really know what it is saying? It is challenging us to take the
next step, do we believe that it is the truth, and if it is the truth, we must make a choice of
whether to believe or not believe.

Pray: Lord, I know what Your Word says. Others are hearing it every day, and know what
they have heard and are perhaps wondering if it could really be true, it seems too good to be
true, can it be? Help them Lord, to understand and know Your Word, and make their
decision before it is too late. Amen



FOOTPRINTS TO A CLOSER WALK
CHAPTER FIPE
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“THE LAST PORD O WORD-SCER”



DAY TWENTY-NINE.................CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................FIFTH Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

BELIEVING is TRUSTING
(the seed is germinating)
Scripture Reading: John 3:16;31-36; Eph. 2:8-10

“For God loved the world so much, that He gave His only Son so that anyone who believes
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” “He has come from heaven and is greater
than anyone else. | am of the earth, and my understanding is limited to the things of earth.
He tells what He has seen and heard, but how few believe what He tells them. Those who
believe Him discover that God is a fountain of truth. For this one—sent by God—speaks
God’s words, for God’s Spirit is upon Him without measure or limit. The Father loves this
man because He is His Son, and God has given Him everything there is. And all who trust
Him—God’s Son—to save them have eternal life; those who don’t believe and obey Him
shall never see heaven, but the wrath of God remains upon them. ” “Because of His
kindness you have been saved through trusting Christ. And even trusting is not of
yourselves; it too is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good we have done, so
none of us can take any credit for it. It is God Himself who has made us what we are and
given us new lives from Christ Jesus; and long ages ago He planned that we should spend
these lives in helping others.”

God is saying that “believing is trusting!” Understanding God’s message is more than just
knowing what He said, it is understanding what He said, and then acting upon that
understanding—in this case, He is telling us we must ‘trust’ Jesus to save us. So believing is
trusting that the words that we know, we now understand, and because we understand, we
are willing to act upon this knowledge and now we believe. When we believe a truth it
becomes “heart-knowledge” in other words, we believe it with all of our hearts.

In regard to the good soil, it is he who not only hears the word but allows it to be planted
into his heart, accepting it as truth, the word-seed has begun to germinate down under the
soil of his heart and there is so much more to be learned and understood and believed, that
the tiny seed seeks out the nourishment of more truth and continues being cultivated, until
that time that our soil or heart becomes ready for purification. Faith is the very thing that
purifies our hearts as we trust in Jesus and His seed is planted within us. The analogy of the
seed and good soil is difficult to get an accurate spiritual picture because there are several
parallels here: The soil is our hearts=the soil is God’s Love; the seed is the Word that
continues to produce faith within us=the Seed is Christ within our hearts; but I think that
we can all sort these things out and understand the difference in analogies here. Knowing
who Christ is—that is the beginning of faith--Believing in Christ is trusting Him for
salvation—Iliving out these truths by the Spirit is the Christian Walk.

Pray: Thank You Lord that your word to us is so plain and simple that we can all come to
you in faith and accept your free salvation and become children of God. Amen



DAY THIRTY........ssss.....CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................FIFTH Week

(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

WALKING IN THE SPIRIT
(Resurrection Life)
(the seed becomes a plant)
Scripture Reading: Eph. 1:4; 9-11;Eph. 2:4-6;14; Rom. 5: Gal. 5:16
“Long ago, even before He made the world, GOD CHOSE US to be His very own, through
what Christ would do for us; He decided then to make us holy in His eyes, without a single
fault—we who stand before Him covered with His love. “ “God has told us His secret reason
for sending Christ, a plan He decided on in mercy long ago; and this was His purpose; that
when the time is ripe He will gather us all together from wherever we are—in heaven or on
earth—to be with Him in Christ forever!” ”But God is so rich in mercy, He loved us so
much that even though we were spiritually dead and doomed by our sins, He gave us back
our lives again when He raised Christ from the dead—only by His undeserved favor have
we ever been saved—and lifted us up from the grave in glory along with Christ, where we
sit with Him in the Heavenly Realms—all because of what Christ Jesus did.” ”(The Holy
Spirit’s) presence within us is God’s guarantee that He really will give us all that He has
promised; and the Spirit’s Seal upon us means that God has already purchased us and that
He guarantees to bring us to Himself! This is just one more reason to praise our glorious
God!” “(NKJV) “Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into His death? Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death; that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the Glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death, we
shall also in the likeness of His Resurrection!” I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall
not fulfill the lust of the flesh.”

What glorious Words to live by and walk by. We can now “walk in the spirit” The
resurrection life is walking in the Spirit, so if we have been born again, or saved, then we
have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit and become new creatures! We are now living out
our New Life by the Spirit! This is the message of the seed being planted in the good soil and
has now become a beautiful new plant that will keep growing and be fruitful and multiply.
Let us pray together this scripture prayer from Colossians and Philippians: | praise you,
Lord, for reminding us that we have a brand new life and our old life has died and
vanished. Now we are living a brand new kind of life where we are continually learning
more of what is right and trying constantly to be more like You, Lord, who created within

us this new life! Lord, help me to experience that fresh new life which I can have by trusting
You, that brings me up from death unto life. Help me to forget the past, and look with hope
to the glory that is my future. Give me strength as I strain to reach the end of this race and
receive the prize awaiting me in heaven. Thank You Jesus for calling me to receive this
prize in heaven all because of what You have done for me! Amen



DAY THIRTY-ONE................. CHAPTER FIVE
Fifth month................Fifth Week
(Devotional)..............(Bible Study)

The Lovely Road

Day 31..Chapter Five
The Lovely Road

While struggling on toward Truth
each day, with faith and the light to
quide my way, | am uplifted by the

airs of love and sing as | climb toward
my goal above. As [ strive to learn
new wisdom and vision, 3 gift from

God is graciously given. His mercy

brings me courage anew, to do His

will in faith, as fears are few.

But, His road is narrow - steep and
straight and | falter at times and doubt
my fate. I'm not so sure this road’s the
oneand I try to find proof and it can‘t

be done. Suddenly, I've lost my way,
my pace is slowed and there | stay. The
devil puts out his detour signs and I'm
quick to turn to his designs. I feel 3
vacancy and a sadness increase;
grasping at sweet memories | long for
peace. | vaquely notice 3 “dead-end”
sign, ang | wonder where | crossed the
line. Then I realize my sin of losing
faith and trust in Him - the roadblock
was doubt; so common to men. | fall
upon my wayward path and pry to
God, fearing His wrath: “Oh where,
Oh Lord, is your road so small? I'm
lost and blind on this path | crawl. Il
gladly go back where the road began,
if You'll but lead my life again. This
time Ul not be tempted unaware, by
doubt, which is the devil’s snare. Your
Lovely Road, too dear a Gift--to carry
those who only drift! Oh, that I might
be worthy to endure--to touch my
feet upon soil so pure. That Lovely
Road that You have paved, through
life and death, to lead the saved. To
journey’s end, the Open Door--where
only You have gone before. Amen.”

My footprint became our footprints,
when I trusted Him with each step, He
lifted me up, to soar with Him on

wings, as eagles!

Poem and arrangement by Catherine, using Connie’s art.



