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Deut. 4:9; Matt. 21:15-18;11:15:
"But watch out! Be very careful never to forget what you have seen God
doing for you! May His miracles make a deep and permanent effect upon
your lives! Tell your children and your grandchildren about the glorious
miracles He has done!” "But, when the chief priests and other Jewish
leaders saw these wonderful miracles and heard even the little children
in the Temple shouting, 'God bless the son of David!’, they were
disturbed and indignant, and asked Him, 'Do you hear what these
children are saying?’, 'Yes!', Jesus replied, 'Didn't you ever read the
scriptures? For they say: "even little babies shall praise Him!" "And
Jesus prayed, 'Oh Father, Lord of heaven and earth, thank You for hiding
the truth from those who think themselves so wise and for revealing it
to little children! Yes, Father, for it pleased You to do it this way!"
The children in the footprint represent all of us, not just little children.
We are all God's children. It's our responsibility to show unconditional
love; to teach compassion; and to share the Good News as the Holy
Spirit leads.

(A personal note from Connie) "When I was a single mother, I cried to
my Lord: 'Father, how can I be the parent You want me to be; the
mother and the father to my son?' That night I had a dream, God said,
'My daughter, teach your son to love Me and to know My Son, Jesus. This
is the perfect gift that a parent can give their child. It is the gift that
nobody can ever take away from him. He will be mine forever!' I woke
up with such a peace in my heart...and thirty years later, He has been
true to His words.
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DAY ONE------==--- CHAPTER TWO

Second Month---------- First Week
(Devotional) (Bible Study)

il ol ol el ol ol ol el el el el el el
The Value of Love

Scripture Reading 1 Cor. 12:28-31:;13:1-3 Living)

(Concerning the gifts of God) "No one has all the gifts, but try your best
to have the more important of these gifts. First, however, let me tell you
about something else that is better than any of them! If I had the gift of
being able to speak in other languages without learning them, and could
speak in every language there is in all of heaven and earth, but didn't
love others, I would only be making noise. If I had the gift of prophecy
and knew all about what is going to happen in the future, knew
everything about everything, but didn't love others, what good would it
do? Even if I had the gift of Faith so that I could speak to a mountain
and make it move, I would still be worth nothing at all; WITHOUT LOVE!
If I gave everything I have to poor people, and if I were burned alive for
preaching the Gospel but didn't love others, it would be of no value
whatever!"

The great value of love is recorded in these scriptures written by the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit to Paul the Apostle. We will be examining
them this month, along with others as well. The first thing to learn about
Love is that it is a gift from God. All of God's gifts are perfect, but this
one is spoken of as being the Very Best! We must learn many things
about Love, simply because the more we study on Love, the more we
will realize how very important it is to Jesus. Just as we evaluated
ourselves on Faith, on the first day of this devotion/study, I am again
asking that you evaluate yourself on Love.

How much love do you think that you have? Have you been given the gift
of Love? What is the difference between human love and divine love?
Prayer

Lord, help me to examine my heart, because You know me better than I
know myself. Please evaluate my love for You, and my love for others as
well; and show me what I need to work on most. I know that I have a
problem loving others and sometimes I have a problem loving You.
Forgive me where I fail You this day, In Jesus Name, Amen



DAY TWO----------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month---------- First Week

(Devotional) (Bible Study)
o o el el el el il el el o el ol il el el
Love is Forever
Scripture Reading 1 Cor. 13:8-12 (Living)

"All the special gifts and powers from God will
some day come to an end, but LOVE goes on forever. Some day
prophecy, and speaking in unknown languages and special knowledge--
these gifts will disappear. Now we know so little, even with our special
gifts, and the preaching of those most gifted is still so poor. But when
we have been made perfect and complete, then the need for these
inadequate special gifts will come to an end , and they will disappear.
It's like this; when I was a child I spoke and thought and reasoned as a
child does. But when I became a man my thoughts grew far beyond
those of my childhood, and now I have put away the childish things. In
the same way we can see and understand only a little about God now, as
if we were peering at His reflection in a poor mirror; but someday we
are going to see Him in His completeness, Face-To-Face! Now all that I
know is hazy and blurred, but then I will see everything clearly, just as
clearly as God sees into my heart right now. "

WOW! All of the other gifts will disappear...all except LOVE! This is
because we will no longer need any of the other gifts, but we will still
have a need for LOVE! Love is of such a quality, that even when we are

made perfect, that very perfection includes love as a part of that
perfection. I venture to say, that LOVE will finally find Complete and
Total Fulfillment when we are made perfect, on that Glorious Day. In our
Footprint of Love, we see the mother and the children. Connie talks to us
about how important it is that we teach our children and grandchildren
the precepts of God. The scriptures were all about the children praising
the Lord for His miracles. In the scripture above, just as children, we do
not see clearly as yet, but someday when He has perfected us we will no
longer "know in part" and "love in part"” but all things will be fulfilled!
We praise Him for His miracle in our lives, bringing us to Him through
those who took their time and effort because they LOVED us, training us
up in the way that we should go, so that we would never depart from it.

Prayer

Dearest Father, how I adore You, as I realize how much You care for me
in each day's protection, provision, and guidance. From the time that I
was in my mother's womb, You have loved and nurtured me! I praise

You today, in Jesus name, Amen



DAY THREE-------------- CHAPTER TWO

Second Month..........ceeeeiee First Week
(Devotional) (Bible Study)
el e e e e e e e e e o et e i
GOD'S LOVE

Scripture Reading Psalm 138:8 thru
139:13-18 Living)
"The Lord will work out His plans for my life--
for Your loving kindness, Lord, continues forever!

Don't abandon me--for You have made me! Oh Lord, You have
examined my heart and know everything about me. You know when I sit
or stand. When far away You know my every thought! You chart the
path ahead of me, and tell me where to stop and rest. Every moment,
You know where I am! You know what I am going to say before I even
say it! You both proceed and follow me and place Your hand of blessing
upon my head. This is too glorious, too wonderful to believe! I can never
be lost to Your Spirit!! I can never get away from my God! (skip)You
made all the delicate, inner parts of my body, and knit them together in
my mother's womb.. Thank You for making me so wonderfully complex!
It is amazing to think about! Your workmanship is marvelous--and how
well I know it! You were there while I was being formed in utter
seclusion. You saw me before I was born and scheduled each day of my
life before I began to breathe! Every day was recorded in Your book!
How precious it is, Lord, to realize that You are thinking about me
constantly! "

How beautifully David has written about God's love for all of us in our
creation. It is clear that "He first loved us". His love for us began before
our birth and lasts forever. Notice the nature of Love with which the
Father carefully watches His child growing inside it's mother and how He
already plans out his life. One special feature is that He never takes His
eyes off of him. Although we realize that our love will never be as great
as His, it is our response to His Love that He is concerned with. When we
begin to realize how much He loves us, doesn’'t that help in our quest to
find the love within us that we need to have for Him and others?

Why is it so important that we learn about the love of God first and then
let it spread through us to everyone around us?

Prayer
Lord, thank you for loving me so much. it overwhelms me. Help me to
begin to fathom that great love, even tho it is too deep and wide for
me to ever see the end of it. I am glad of that! Let Your Love just
consume me and flood my soul with light and warmth and all the
things that mean "Love". In Jesus Name, Amen



DAY FOUR----==-==--- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.......cceeeveeeeees First Week

(Devotional)--==========cmaua= (Bible Study)
i ol ol ol o
A Measurement of Love

Scripture Reading Eph. 3:17-20 Living)

"And I pray that Christ will be more and more at home in your hearts,
living within you as you trust in Him. May your roots go down deep into
the soil of God's Marvelous Love! And may you be able to feel and
understand, as all God's children should, how long, how wide, how deep,
and how high His Love really is! And may you experience this Love for
yourselves, though it is so great that you will never see the end of it or
fully know or understand it. And so at last may you be filled up with God,
Himself! Now glory be to God, who by His mighty power at work within
us is able to do far more than we would ever dare to ask-or even dream
of--infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes!"

Halleluiah! What a marvelous God! His love is so vast! We will not be
able to measure it, or even see the end of it. We will never fully know or
understand it. But it doesn't even matter! These wonderful words of God
tell us an exciting secret! Using the analogy of the fruit-bearing branch,

we are told how to be full of God's Love; take your roots and go down

deep into the soil of God's love. It is in His Soil, His Dirt? This is the
same “dust” that He formed Adam from! He is our nourishment, our
plantfood, our fertilizer. The point is...that the roots that are buried in
this soil will..GROW!

Picture yourself buried in His embrace. Come to the Father and climb up
on His lap and let Him cuddle with you!

Prayer

"Abba, Father, I know that You are my "Daddy" and I have no other. You
cannot be compared to an earthly daddy, because that one is so full of
faults. But in a broader sense, You are a Father, the very best, the very
strongest, the most Loving of any. You are as tender as a Mother in the

way that You watch over me and comfort me when I am low. Your
counsel to me is like the most caring Aunt, or Grandmother when I am
confused. Your guidance to me is like a wise grandfather or uncle. I can
go to you and tell you anything, like a trusted friend. And when I need
anything, You are there giving me just what You want for me, like the
most loving Dad. Thank You so much, In Jesus Name, Amen



DAY FIVE----------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month............. First Week

(Devotional) (Bible Study)
el e e e e e e e e e e e e el e
How to Measure How Much He Loves Us

Scripture Reading 1John 4:9-10; John 15:9-14 Living)

"God showed how much He loved us by sending His only Son into
this wicked world to bring to us eternal life through His death. In
this act, we see what real love is; it is not our love for God, but
His love for us when He sent His Son to satisfy God's anger against
our sins." Jesus spoke to us about His love: "I have loved you even as the Father has
loved me. Live within My love! When you obey Me you are living in My love, just as |
obey My Father and live in His love. | have told you this so that you will be filled with
My joy! Yes, your cup of joy will overflow! | demand that you love each other as much
as | love you. And here is how to measure it--the greatest love is shown when a
person lays down his life for his friends;and you are My friends if you obey Me."

We have seen the picture of Jesus on the Cross with His arms
outstretched and the caption, "He Loves Me T-H-I-S Much!" This is "Real
Love". Jesus wants us to love one another in response to God's Love. We

may not be able to understand the kind of love that is so self-

sacrificing..or even understand why it has to be that way. It even has a
negative effect on some. Why was it nhecessary to send His Son to a cruel
death on a cross, to satisfy His anger against sin? It was the most
ingenious plan of all ages! He took our place. How? God could have just
destroyed mankind as He did in Noah's time, but Love stepped up and
said, "Wait!" I will die, so that they may live. Then when they see the
great love that I have for them, they will quit their sinning and come to
me and live for me. Let it be their choice, after I rise again, they will
believe!" Perhaps maybe not in those words but just think about it.
What an amazing God! He offers us eternal life, and forgiveness and
guidance and LOVE, and He lets us CHOOSE!

Choose this day whom you will serve, as for me and my house, I will
serve the Lord!

Prayer

Oh My Dear Lord, how I praise You for Your sacrifice. Thank you that
You took my place on that day to free me from sin's hold on me. Now
that I have chosen You to save me, I can live a life free of that bondage,
and experience Your mighty LOVE! In Jesus Precious Name, Amen



DAY SIX------===-- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month............. First Week

(Devotional)--==========cmaua= (Bible Study)
il o el el ol el el el l e el e el el el

GOD IS LOVE!"

Scripture Reading 1 John 4:7-8 Living)

"Dear friends, let us practice loving each other, for love comes from
God and those who are loving and kind show that they are the children
of God, and that they are getting to know Him better. But if a person
isn't loving and kind, it shows that he doesn't know God--FOR..GOD IS LOVE.

Everything that we learn about Love, we learn when we come to God and get to know
Him! The better we know Him... the better we know love. Love is demonstrated by our
acts of kindness to others. Notice that the verse above tells us that we are to "practice
loving each other". It takes practice to show our love to others. We may feel the love
but in order to do anybody any good, we must show it by our actions. Just as our faith
had to be acted upon in order for others to see it, we see the same thing going on here
with love. Also, love is very relational isn't it? God loves us, and in turn, we love Him,
and then it multiplies to everyone around us.

| am reminded of something as | am writing this. The phone rang and someone was
wanting to sell me something. | hung up the phone. Then the thought struck me, here |
am writing on Love, and | treated the phone solicitor with rudeness and unkindness
by hanging up on her.
If 1 am to be loving and kind to "everyone" | must assume that it also means
telemarketers. So.....next time | will try to be kind.

Prayer

Lord, I do love You. | ask Your forgiveness for treating the caller with unkindness.
Please help me to remember next time to be kind and loving, even though | will have
to tell them | am not interested in their product.

In Jesus Name, Amen



DAY SEVEN----------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month............. First Week

(Devotional)--==========cmaua= (Bible Study)
il o el el el el l e el el el el
LOVE MADE PERFECT

Scripture Reading 1 John 4:16-17 Living)

"We know how much God loves us because we have felt His love, and because we
believe Him when He tells us He loves us dearly. God is Love and anyone who lives
"in love" is living with God and God is living in him. And as we live with Christ, our
love GROWS more Perfect and Complete; so we will not be ashamed and
embarrassed at the Day of Judgment, but can face Him with confidence and joy;
because He loves us and we love Him too!"

We are to be "In Love" with both the Father and the Son. Remember a
few days ago when I talked about God's Soil? The verses above indicate
that when we live with Christ (abide) our love grows more perfect and
complete. It is our closeness to our Savior that causes our "roots" to go
deep into His Soil and this causes our love to grow. John 15 tells us that
this is the growing of the fruit. We must revisit some vital scriptures
many times to glean from them all of the different wonderful truths that
come overflowing from them. John has written all of these things
concerning love and it is fitting that he was called "John the Beloved".
Also, in the above verses, we see that it is a very important thing that
we should "FEEL" His Love!

Have you felt the love of God, like sunshine on your shoulder, warming
you and filling you with a sense of splendor and awe? Let Him shine His
love down on you right now! Ask Him to help you grow, and He will
provide everything that is needed.

Prayer

Dear Heavenly Father, I need Your love today. I need some sunshine in
my life, something to lift my spirit, I pray that I might be able to feel
that love coming from You and be able to be renewed and refreshed and
growing.... In Jesus, Amen
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DAY EIGHT----------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month............. Second Week
(Devotional)--==========cmaua= (Bible Study)
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Perfect Love Casts out Fear

Scripture Reading 1 John 4:18-21 Living)

"We need have NO FEAR of someone who loves us perfectly; His perfect love for
us eliminates all dread of what He might do to us. If we are afraid, it is for fear of
what He might do to us, and shows that we are not fully convinced that He really

loves us. So, you see, our love for Him comes as a result of Him loving us first. If

anyone says "I Love God" but keeps on hating his brother, he is a liar; for if he
doesn't love his brother who is right there in front of him, how can he love God
whom he has never seen? And God Himself has said that one must love not only
God, but his brother too."

We are to have no fear of God. Yes, | know that there is another scripture that
indicates that we are to fear Him. But this is to reverence Him. We are not to be afraid
of Him, but He is so Awesome and Holy, we are to reverence Him and respect and
honor Him. These scriptures again remind us that He loved us first. This is so
important.. we didn't have to come to Him first and Love Him first...He came to us and
loved us, before we ever knew Him or cared about Him, so that we would truly know
He loves us. The phrase "we need have no fear of someone who loves us perfectly”
indicates that it is His Perfect Love that we count on, not anything else. Believing in
His Perfect Love and being Confident in That! Then we have no fear, we are convinced
that He loves us too much to ever hurt us. The analogy goes further; if we ever get to
the point of complete and "perfect" confidence in His Perfect Love, then we will be so
"In Love" with Him that we will never stray away and have to be "paddled" by our Dad.

Are you afraid of God?
Prayer
Lord, I love You and | know You love me. | am content to just kneel here and envision
a ray of sunlight streaming down from heaven right onto me. | am content to live in

Your love, drinking it in like a tonic. | breathe it into my lungs, filling me with Your
Holy Spirit, freeing me from doubt and fear. Fear - BE GONE! In Jesus Name, Amen



DAY NINE----------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month............ Second Week
(Devotional) (Bible Study)

il ol ol ol ol ol ol ol el e
A NEW COMMANDMENT OF LOVE
Scripture Reading 1 John 2:9-11; Matt. 22:37-40;
John 13:34-35 (Living)

"Anyone who says he is walking in the light of Christ but
dislikes his fellow man, is still in darkness. But whoever loves
his fellow man is "walking in the light" and can see his way without
stumbling around in darkness and sin. For he who dislikes his brother is
wandering in spiritual darkness and doesn't know where he is going, for
the darkness has made him blind so that he cannot see the way." "Jesus
replied, "Love the Lord Your God with all your heart, soul and mind. This
is the first and greatest commandment. The second most important is
similar; Love your neighbor as much as you love yourself. All the other
commandments and all the demands of the prophets stem from these
two laws and are fulfilled if you obey them. Keep only these and you will
find that you are obeying all the others.” "And so I am giving a hew
commandment to you nhow--love each other just as much as I love you.
Your strong love for each other will prove to the world that you are my

disciples."

If we love God, we will love our neighbors. This is how we test ourselves on
whether or not we have "Love". God is Love, so if we have love we have God and
if we have God, then we have love for others. If God had simply started out with
Adam and gave him the Ten Commandments, it would not have meant anything
to him. First of all, as yet, he had not sinned. So he would not have known what

all of those sin words meant. He hadn't experienced God's love as yet, so he
wouldn't have been able to keep the commandment of love either. God didn't set

down His commandments to men, until they had gotten acquainted with God's
love, and acquainted with His Miracles, and learned the Fear of the Lord in their
lives. They were well acquainted with sin by then too, which was also,
unfortunately, necessary for them to understand His judgment on those sins. We
know all about right and wrong, but we are still learning about love. So, how do
we love God? By knowledge of the Word, and personal relationship with Him.
How do we love our neighbor? In this same way. As a matter of fact, there is no
other way to love our neighbors, except if we love God with our whole hearts,
souls and minds.

Prayer
Father, how I adore You. I praise You for Your Word to me today. What would I
do without Your guidance and instruction to me daily? There is so much to learn,
and I must continue to be diligent on my quest to learn more about loving You
and others. Thank You for helping me to have a heart of love. Forgive me for any
root of bitterness that is still in my heart. Change my heart oh God, may I be like
You. Amen



DAY TEN----=-==--- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month............... Second Week

(Devotional)--==========cmaua= (Bible Study)
FEFFFFIFFFFFFFFIFAIFI T
WALK IN LOVE

Scripture Reading Eph. 5:1-2, 8:11 John 2:4-6 (NKJV

"Therefore, be imitators of God, as dear children. And walk in love, as
Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.” "For you were once

darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light. "I
rejoiced greatly that I have found some of your children walking in
truth, as we received commandment from the Father. And now I plead
with you, lady; not as though I wrote a hew commandment to you, but
that which we have had from the beginning; that we love one another,
this is love; that we walk according to His commandments. This is the
commandment; that as you have heard from the beginning, you should
walk in it."

Love is beginning to sound like something a lot more than a "feeling" now, it is
growing to an understanding of complete "obedience" as we walk, or live our
lives, we should practice obeying God's greatest commandment; to love Him with
our whole being, and when we begin doing that, a miracle begins to happen,
begins to take shape, I can see it up ahead, it is a Vision! Of course! It all makes
sense now, oh, He is such a Genius! He who created everyone and everything
would of course know everything about our nature! When we begin opening our
whole lives to God in wild abandonment, with total Love--we are allowing Him to
change our hearts from stone to flesh, where we can now see (I was blind, but
now I see!) each person becomes important and special, through His eyes!

Prayer

Oh Lord! I can see what You are doing now! I can see how blind I have been...
keep on working it out in my life, Lord, because I have a lot to learn, a lot of room
to grow. Help me continue seeing the vision You have given me about loving
others. In Jesus Precious Name, Amen



DAY ELEVEN----------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.............. Second Week

(Devotional) (Bible Study)
FEFFFFFIFFFFFTIE
NEW COVENANT OF LOVE

Scripture Reading 1 Cor. 13:4-7; (Livin

Before we read the scripture for today, I want to shed some

light on how we might want to look at these words about the nature
of Love. We have learned in 1 John 4:7-8 that God IS Love! And in Eph.
5:1 we learned that we are to be Imitators of God and so as we read the
scripture for today, let us read it in light of these two other truths that

we have gleaned: God is Love, therefor everything that is said about

love is about God.We are to be imitators of God, so, we are also
imitators of love. Let us read into the scriptures today, those two truths
and exchange the word "love" for "God":

"God..is very patient and kind, never jealous or envious, never boastful
or proud; never haughty or selfish or rude. God does not demand His
own way. He is not irritable or touchy. He does not hold grudges and will
hardly even notice when others do Him wrong. He is never glad about
injustice, but rejoices whenever truth wins out. If God loves someone,
He will be loyal to him no matter what the cost; He will always believe in
him, always expect the best of him, and always stand His ground in
defending him. "

Now, read it - inserting Your Name. Now we have a New Covenant
between us and God. These are the terms. Jesus came to establish a
New Covenant between God and God's People. These verses describing
love are the most comprehensive description of what the New Covenant
is all about than I have found thus far in scripture, besides of course the
basic one which is: "For God so loved the world that He gave His only
Son; that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal
life." But this scripture in Corinthians tells us how to--believe in Him--
Love our Saviour with all of our hearts, minds and souls just as we love
the Father, so we are to love the Son and obey His Commandments to
prove our loyalty and always believe in Him , and conduct ourselves just
as He conducted Himself, and we must defend Him by standing our
ground no matter what the cost.

Prayer

Lord, help me to be strong and courageous, and help me be patient
and kind, imitating You in Your Love for all of us. I know now that
You want me to show the world how very much You love them, by
my demonstration to them of that love. Fill my heart with Your Love.
In Jesus Name, Amen



DAY TWELVE----------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.......cccvvveeeees Second Week

(Devotional) (Bible Study)
(el el el el o o el el el o el el el el o el el el e
A HEART OF LOVE

Scripture Reading (KJV)Jeremiah 31:31-33; Ezekial 11:19-20;
Heb. 10:5-14(Living)

"Behold, the days shall come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah.(Not
according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that
I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which
they broke) But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel; after those days, saith the Lord, I will put My law in
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and
they shall be My people.” "I will give you one heart and a new spirit; I
will take from you your hearts of stone and give you tender hearts of
love for God, so that you can obey My laws and be My people, and I will
be your God."

"After Christ said this, about not being satisfied with the various
sacrifices and offerings required under the old system, He then added,"
Here I am. I have come to give My life." He cancels the first system in
favor of a far better one. Under this new plan we have been forgiven and
made clean by Christ's dying for us once and for all. Under the old
agreement the priests stood before the altar day after day offering
sacrifices that could never take away our sins. But Christ gave Himself
to God for our sins as one sacrifice for all time, and then sat down in the
place of highest honor at God's right hand, waiting for His enemies to be
laid under His feet. For by that one offering He made forever perfect in
the sight of God all those whom He is making holy. (verse 18:) "Now,
when sins have once been forever forgiven and forgotten, there is no
need to offer more sacrifices to get rid of them. And so, dear brothers,
now we may walk right into the very Holy of Holies where God is,
because of the blood of Jesus!"

This is the most wonderful part of everything that God has done for us!
He has given us a Heart of Love for God! Jesus has made us perfect in
God's sight! We have access into the Holy of Holies! Halleluiah to the

Lamb!

Prayer
Lord, I praise You for giving me a new and better way, than the way of
trying to follow a bunch of rules and regulations. You have given me a
tender heart of Love for You so that I want to obey You! I yearn to
please you My Lord and My King! Help me today to yield myself totally to
You. In Jesus Name, Amen



DAY THIRTEEN----------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.......cccvveeeeie Second Week

(Devotional) (Bible Study)
(el el el el o o el el el o el el el el o el el el e
LOVE IN PRACTICE - THE CHURCH

Scripture Reading Eph. 2:13-22(Living)

"But now you belong to Christ Jesus, and though you

once were far away from God, now you have been brought very

near to Him because of what Jesus Christ has done for you with His
Blood! For Christ Himself is our way of Peace! He has made peace
between Jews and Gentiles by making us all one family; breaking down
the wall of contempt that used to separate us. By His death, He ended
the angry resentment between us, caused by the Jewish Laws which
favored the Jews and excluded the Gentiles; for He died to annul that
whole system of Jewish Laws! Then He took the two groups that had
been opposed to each other and made them parts of Himself; thus He
fused us together to become ONE NEW PERSON, and at last there is
PEACE! As parts of the same body, our anger against each other has
disappeared, for both of us have been reconciled to God. And so, the
feud ended, at last, AT THE CROSS! And He has brought this Good News
of Peace to you gentiles who were very far away from God and to us
Jews who were near. Now, ALL OF US, whether Jew or Gentile, may
come to God the Father with the Holy Spirit's help because of what
Christ has done for us. Now you are no longer strangers to God and
foreigners to heaven, but you are MEMBERS of God's very own family,
citizens of God's Country, and you belong in God's household with every
other Christian. What a foundation you stand on now! The apostles and
the prophets and the cornerstone of the building is Jesus Christ Himself!
We who believe are carefully joined together with Christ as parts of a
beautiful, constantly growing temple for God. And you also are joined
with Him and with each other by the Spirit, and are part of this dwelling
place of God."

This is the foundation of faith that we are now standing upon! We are His New
Testament Church! There are many denominations in this vast diversity of
believers. But we are all one in our belief of the Truth of God's Holy Word - in
that we have UNITY! We have the Victory that overcomes the world, the flesh
and the devil! Remember what we learned last month, the victory is Faith! But,
now, we have learned more, that there remain these three gifts, Faith, Hope,
and Love; and the greatest one of these three is Love!

Prayer
Precious Lord, our Vision is clear, our Mission is obvious! Help us to keep
going strong for You, we are Your Body..Your hands and feet, but You
are the Head and it is Your Love through us that leads us on to victory.
Praise You forever my God and King! Amen
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DAY FIFTEEN------=----
Second Month.......... Third Week

(Devotional)--==========cmaua= (Bible Study)
il o el el ol el el el l e el e el el el

LOVE IS NOT HAUGHTY OR PROUD

CHAPTER TWO

Scripture Reading Genesis 24
(Read the Whole Chapter/I have paraphrased)

"Abraham wanted to find a wife for Isaac, and he didn't
want him to marry one of the "local giris" but he wanted one
from his homeland. So he sent his servant to find Isaac a wife. The
servant was to have the assistance of an angel to help him. He also
prayed to God that he would do well and that the girl who offered him a
drink and also offered to water his camels would be the girl he should
choose. A beautiful young girl named Rebekah came to the spring with a
water jug on her shoulder. She offered him a drink and then offered to
water his camels. He wanted to meet her father and needed a place to
stay for the night, so they went to her home. Her father was very
gracious to the servant and upon hearing that he was Abraham's servant
and the nature of his visit, he was happy to comply. But it was given to
Rebekah to decide. She was glad to be given in marriage to someone she
did not even know. The next day they loaded up all of her possessions
and her servant girls went along with her, and they headed back home.
When Isaac met Rebekah he took her into his mother's tent and she
became his wife. He loved her very much and she was a special comfort
to him after the loss of his mother."

Things can happen very suddenly to some people! Rebekah was ready for
marriage and evidently had a peace about this whole event. Since she

eventually became the mother of Jacob and Esau, surely the Lord had His eye on
her all the time and was preparing her for this event. We have seen many times

in these Bible stories that God prepares certain ones for the events that are

going to happen so that everything will work out according to His will. How

many times in our own lives, have we not been prepared ahead of time for
something that comes into our lives, and because of that, we become rebellious
and obstinate and it is very hard for us to adapt.

What is God preparing you for? If you are not sure, it would be wise for you to
spend more time in His presence so that you will know His plans for you.

Prayer
Dear Lord, quiet my heart. Help me be still and know that You are God. Help me
to remember that You have the control of my life, and that I have given myself
as a living sacrifice to You, and because I love You with all of my mind, heart
and spirit, my love is not haughty or proud. It does not seek it's own way, but
again, "Not my will, but Thine be done". In Jesus Name, Amen



DAY SIXTEEN----------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.......... Third Week

(Devotional)--------=---=----- (Bible Study)
il o el el ol el el el l e el e el el el
LOVE 1S PATIENT

Scripture Reading Genesis 29:9-28(Livin

(Jacob had a vision in which there is a spiral staircase reaching
from earth to heaven and the Lord was at the top of the
stairs and He blessed Jacob and gave him encouragement and
blessing through his life, and the Lord would be with him and
strengthen him, so Jacob went out to find his place in the world, as he
came to Haran, the home of his uncle, Laban) "As this conversation was
going on, (with the shepherds who knew Laban) Rachel arrived with her
father's sheep, for she was a shepherdess. And because she was his
cousin-daughter of his mother's brother-and because the sheep were his
uncle's, Jacob went over to the well and rolled away the stone and
watered his uncle's flock. Then Jacob kissed Rachel and started crying! (
After explaining about being her relative, she went to get Laban and he
greeted Jacob.) After Jacob had been there about a month, Laban asked
Jacob what would he like for pay for working for him. now Laban had
two daughters, Leah, the older, and her younger sister, Rachel. Leah had
lovely eyes, but Rachel was shapely, and in every way a beauty. Well,
Jacob was in Love with Rachel, so he told her father, I'll work for seven
years if you'll give me Rachel as my wife. Laban agreed."

So, to make a long story short, Jacob worked for seven years before he
was given his bride, but was tricked and was given Leah instead, and
even though he was furious with Laban, his explanation of marrying the
oldest first as tradition, was evidently accepted, and Laban gave him
Rachel the next week, along with a new agreement that Jacob work
another seven years to pay for Leah. One would wonder if Jacob saw the
irony of this situation, which was possibly God's retribution for Jacob's
earlier deceiving his ailing father into thinking that he was Esau when
Isaac wanted to bestow a blessing of birthright upon his eldest son. But,
none-the-less, Jacob had to have had Super Patience! Jacob's love for
Rachel compelled him to have the patience and endurance to stand the
test of time.

Does your love withstand the test of time and patience and endurance of
hardship?

Prayer
Lord, forgive me, for I fall short of the patience that Jacob displayed in

his love for Rachel. Help me have that kind of love for my own spouse
and loved ones. In Jesus hame , Amen



DAY SEVENTEEN-----=====- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.......... Third Week

(Devotional) (Bible Study)
(el el ol ol o e el el ol e el el el ol o el el el
LOVE DOES NOT HOLD A GRUDGE

Scripture Reading Genesis 37-49
(this is a long story but a very good one)

Summary: Joseph's problems likely started the day he was born.
He was the first son of Jacob and Rachel, who had been infertile
for so long that Jacob was an old man by the time Joseph arrived.
Jacob had a total of a dozen sons, from his two wives, and their two
maids who acted as surrogate mothers. But from Joseph's birthday on,
he was "Daddy’'s Boy!" He may have taken advantage of this just a
little, because all of his brothers were very jealous. His mother made
him a beautiful coat of many colors, and there were many times that he
was clearly their favorite. Then one day he had a dream, which was
actually a prophecy, and in explaining it to his brothers, this only made
them more jealous. They started to plot against him and one day they
had their chance to get back at him. The brothers had taken the herd of
sheep some sixty miles north to Dothan, searching for good pasture.
Jacob sent Joseph to check on them. They threw him in a pit planning to
kill him, when a caravan came by. They were headed to Egypt and
bought Joseph as a slave for eight ounces of silver. Much later, after
Joseph was a ruler in Egypt and was very rich and successful, his
brothers came to Egypt in search of grain to take back to their father, for
there was a famine in the land. They didn't know that the man in charge
of the grain distribution was Joseph! Joseph had a plan and as this plan
unfolded, it became clear that his purpose was to reunite himself with
his family and forgive all of them, and life was good!"

Yes, life was good when everything in Joseph's life was made right, after
forgiveness and reconciliation was complete, love was perfect! Love will
find a way--a way for forgiveness, a way for reconciliation, a way of
peace for you in your life today. If Joseph could forgive what his own
brothers did to him, and not just forgive but love and bless them, then
there is a way that love can find its' way into your situation and your
problem.

Prayer--Oh Father, I am learning that love is giving up to You all of the
frustration that I feel about relationships gone sour or stale, and walls that have
still not been knocked down dividing me from the ones I am supposed to love
most. I am reminded of Your unconditional love - the love that keeps on going,
even when it doesn't feel like it, even when it doesn't seem to be worthy, or
appreciated. Your unconditional love for me motivates me to not give up on
others! I must have this love in my heart, You have put it there, through the
blood of Jesus! If this were my last breath I want to be able to say: I must Love
No Matter What! Help me love, in Jesus Name, Amen



DAY EIGHTEEN----------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.......... Third Week
(Devotional) (Bible Study)
il ol ol el 2 el 2l ol 2 il 2l el el
LOVE IS NOT SELFISH

Scripture Reading Exodus 2:1-10(Living)
(I will paraphrase to save space )
Jochebed was the mother of Moses. In that day,
the Hebrews lived in Egypt and were slaves. The Pharoah
was so worried about the Hebrews overrunning his country
he ordered all the new-born sons of Hebrews to be thrown in the

Nile River. Jochebed put her new son, Moses in a woven basket that she
covered with pitch and placed him on the Nile, letting Miriam follow at a

safe distance. The basket drifted toward the Palace porch, where the
Princess was bathing. She saw it, and took it in, being quite excited by

the discovery of a baby boy. She wanted the child as her own. Miriam
came by and as the princess wanted to find a nurse, she suggested her

mother. Jochebed saved the life of her child, and in the process, was
given her son back to nurse for the princess, and was paid a good wage

besides."

Even though the child grew up in the palace, Jochebed had the peace of
mind of knowing he was safe. She gave up her rights as his mother to
save his life. She loved him so much that she gave up her son, in this she
was selfless, she was not jealous or envious. God repaid her in later
years when Moses became one of the most powerful and influential
leaders of the Hebrew people. This story was, of course, written by
Moses himself. What a picture of complete love. One can only imagine all
of the character traits that Jochebed would have had; patience,
kindness, courage, strength, love, self-control, self-sacrifice, and the list
goes on.

Can you say that you have ever given up someone that you loved, for the
sake of saving that person?

Prayer

Dear Father, I know that there were many famous people in the Bible
who had courageous mothers. If it had not been for the mothers special
care of the children, we would not have had those heroes. Thank You for

helping them achieve the task of being good mothers. In Jesus Name,

Amen



DAY NINETEEN----------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.......... Third Week

(Devotional)-==========eeeaaax (Bible Study)
il o el e ol 2 el el el e el el e el

LOVE IS LOYAL

Scripture Reading:the book of Ruth
(I will paraphrase to save space )

"Naomi was Ruth's mother-in-law. Forget all the bad stories of mother-
in-laws. This is a good story. They had both lost their husbands, and
Naomi urged Ruth to go back to her parents' home but Ruth refused,
saying "I will go where you go and live wherever you live, and your

people will be my people and your God will be my God." Naomi took it

upon herself to see to it that Ruth had a future. She arranged for Ruth to
gain the favor of a wealthy relative of hers, Boaz. Naomi told Ruth to lie
at Boaz' feet while he was sleeping on the threshing floor. So Ruth
bathed and put on perfume and proceeded to lie at his feet, covering the
blanket over them both. At midnight, Boaz awoke and discovered her
there. And that's when she proposed. "Spread the corner of your
covering over me, for you are my family redeemer (Ruth 3:9) The
original word for covering is the same for wing. She pointed Boaz to his
own blessing of her earlier:"May the Lord God of Israel, under whose
wings you have come to take refuge, reward you fully.(Ruth 2:12) Ruth
was asking Boaz to become God's wing of refuge. Boaz and Ruth were
married and had a son named Obed, and Naomi was faithful and wise
and took care of the child like he was her own. And so, out of this match,
there came Israel's most revered family of Kings - including David,
Solomon and Jesus."”

What a wonderful story of faithfulness, loyalty and love. Naomi and
Ruth's love for one another was so strong, it went beyond what was
practical or safe. They both risked something in order to gain
everything. Love must be loyal, we must believe the very best of that
person we love, we must defend their honor, and we must risk
persecution standing our ground to defend them.

Prayer
Father, help me to be honest with myself, show me where I fail in my
love for You and others. I know that I am not as loyal as I should be. I
know I have not risked persecution to defend Your honor like I should.
Fill me with boldness to speak of Your glory to others. In Jesus name, I
pray, Amen



DAY TWENTY-----=-=---- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.......... Third Week

(Devotional)-==========eeeaaax (Bible Study)
il o el e ol 2 el el el l e el e 2l e el
LOVE 1S SACRIFICE

Scripture Reading:1 Samuel chapter 1:
(I will paraphrase to save space )

"Elkanah had two wives, Hannah and Penninah. Penninah had given him
children, but Hannah's womb was barren. Hannah would pray to God
continually for a child. They went to the Tabernacle every year, and this
year she was praying "Oh Lord of heaven, if you will look down upon my
sorrow and answer my prayer and give me a son, then I will give him
back to you, and he'll be yours for his entire lifetime, and his hair shall
never be cut." The priest, Eli, thought she was drunk because her lips
were moving but she was silent. She told him of her plight and he said,
"In that case, cheer up! May the Lord of Israel grant you your petition,
whatever it is." She was soon with child, and gave birth to Samuel.
After he was weaned she brought him to Eli to raise in the Tabernacle as
a priest to God."

Here is another precious story of a woman who was barren. It seems
that many women of the Bible had this problem. It was a great shame to
be barren, and the more children you had, the more esteem you had in
the neighborhood. Especially if you had a son! Hannah promised God
that if He would grant her petition and give her a son, she would
dedicate him to His service. Samuel was raised by Eli, and trained to
become a great Priest and Prophet of God. Many mothers have dedicated
their children to God, but never quite so literally as Hannah. She was not
able to see him except once a year, then she would bring him a new
robe. He was literally Hannah's offering, or sacrifice, given to God.

Do you think she would have made such a promise to God again , after
she found out how agonizing that it must have been for her to part with
Samuel?

How was this sacrifice different from the one Jochebed made?

Prayer
Dear Lord, I can only imagine the torment of giving up a child so literally
to Your service. Love is painful sometimes. But, Lord, I think that what I
am learning here is that, I need to be very careful what I promise You
and what I pray for. In Jesus Name, Amen



DAY TWENTY-ONE---------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.......... Third Week

(Devotional)-==========eemaaa= (Bible Study)
il o el el l e el el el e el el e el

LOVE PROTECTS AND DEFENDS

Scripture Reading:1 Samuel starting in
chapter 14 through the end(summarized)

Jonathan was the son of King Saul. He might have become one
of Israel's greatest kings, had he survived his father. Brave and
modest, with common sense and uncommon faith in God,
Jonathan may have enjoyed the glory that went to his best friend David.
God sent Samuel to Bethlehem to anoint David as the future king of
Israel while David was still a shepherd boy. After David killed Goliath he
was invited to move into the palace; this is when he met Jonathan.
There was an immediate bond of love between them and they became
the best of friends. Jonathan's father was jealous of David and plotted to
kill him. Jonathan saved David's life several times. He and David
covenanted together to defend each other to the death. Jonathan was
valiant in his loyalty to David, and was also loyal to his father, still
honoring him by fighting and dying beside him.

It is hard to not take sides, when you love both persons involved. You
must be loyal to both; trying to make peace between them. Have you
ever been caught in the middle of a dispute between loved ones? How
did you handle it? Jonathan is an example of every single attribute of
our model of love in 1st Corinthians 13: Jonathan was very patient and
kind; never jealous or envious; never boastful or proud; never haughty
or selfish or rude; he didn't demand his own way; he wasn't irritable or
touchy; he didn't hold a grudge, and hardly even noticed when others
did him wrong; he was unhappy with injustice and rejoiced whenever
truth would win out; his love for others caused him to be loyal to them
no matter what the cost, he believed the best about them, and always
stood his ground in defending them.

Prayer

Oh Praise You, Lord, for giving us such a wonderful example of un-
conditional love. Forgive me for being conditional in my own love of
others - help me to put You first and love You with all of my heart and
then I can be able to see others as You see them and love them as You
love them. Thank You. In Jesus Name, Amen
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DAY TWENTY-TWO---------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month........... Fourth Week
(Devotional)-==========eeeaaax (Bible Study)

=l el e el e e el e e el el e e e
LOVE COVERS A MULTITUDE OF SINS

Scripture Reading:1 Pet. 4:8; Pro. 10:12; James 5:20;
Rom. 13:11(NKJV)

"And above all things have fervent love for one another, for love will
cover a multitude of sins." "Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all
sins.” "He who turns a sinner from the error of his ways, will save a soul
from death and cover a multitude of sins."” "Love does no harm to a
neighbor, therefore, love is the fulfillment of the Law: You shall love
your neighbor as yourself."

Why does love cover sin? In what way does it do that? This is a very
"mysterious"” principle of scripture. It not only points to our own actions
of love covering our sins, but it is more mystically connected to Jesus'’
Love in His dying for us; that has covered our sins- in that it has actually
obliterated them through the cleansing blood of Jesus, when we came to
Him and asked His forgiveness and received His salvation offer. Also,
when we see it from the angle of everything in our lives becoming
focused on "loving others" we find that we will no longer be making as
many "mistakes" and trespassing against the Lord, because we are
living and walking "IN CHRIST" and as we learned from First John, we
will not be making a practice of sinning any more. But now we are
"Practicing Love". In turn, our Love for others, compels us to share the
Gospel message, helping others sins to be covered by that same Great
Love. It is contagious!

Have you "infected" anyone lately?
Prayer

Dear Father in Heaven, How I praise You for all that You are doing in my
life! I know that Your Will is for me to Love others right into the
Kingdom of God, where they can grow, and be nourished, and live for
Your Glory! I know that this is the process by which each Christian
continues being fruitful and multiplying that "Continuing City" the Holy
Jerusalem! Thank You for helping me be a building block for the
constantly growing Temple of God that someday will be my Home in
Heaven Forever! Amen



DAY TWENTY-THREE---------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.......... Fourth Week

(Devotional)-==========eeeaaax (Bible Study)
il o el e ol 2 el el el l e el el e el

FRUITFUL LOVE

Scripture Reading:11 Peter 1:3-11(NK3V)

"As His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and
virtue, by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious
promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. But also
for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to
virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control
perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly
kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things are yours
and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these things is shortsighted,
even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old
sins. Therefore, brethren be even more diligent to make your call and
election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an
entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

We must revisit these vital scriptures to glean from them the meanings so often
having multiple applications and abundant truths. These Fruits of the Spirit are
in this particular order, I believe, because they are activating our growth of the
fruits and are given to us to have more power in our Kingdom-walk! We see
here that the highest goal is Love, as we continue adding each "Key" we see
that all of these are fruits that must be acquired together with the next one. I
believe that all of these first seven are the embodiment of the eighth which is
Love. In other words, you can't have one without the other. We start with faith,
and as we go on abiding in Jesus, we grow to the place where we have virtue,
and then we gain knowledge as we read and study the Word; and on and on.
Don't feel as though you are lacking in any one of the fruits - you will get there
eventually, if you continue to abide in Him. Remember the little song, God's still
working on me?

Prayer
Lord, I want to be fruitful, help me to grow. I am glad that You don't expect me
to have all of these fruits ripe yet. But I pray that in Your time I will be able to
produce a crop that will please You and that I may be able to continue raising
crops in the future. In Jesus Name, Amen



DAY TWENTY-FOUR---=-====-- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.......... Fourth Week
(Devotional)-==========emeaaa= (Bible Study)
e e e e e el e e et el

TOUGH LOVE

Scripture Reading: Heb. 12:5-11; John 15:1-3(NKJ3V)

"And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons
"My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, nor be discouraged
when you are rebuked by Him; For whom the Lord loves He chastens;
and scourges every son whom He receives." If you endure chastening,
God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father
does not chasten? But if you are without chastening, of which all have
become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. Furthermore,
we have had human fathers who corrected us and we paid them respect.
Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits
and live? For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to
them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.
Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful;
nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to
those who have been trained by it” "I am the True Vine and My Father is
the Vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes
away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it bears more
fruit. You are already clean because of the Word I have spoken to you.”

It is good to know that when we are chastened, it is because our
heavenly Father Loves Us! This is part of the bearing of the fruit, and
chastisement yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness! Awesome! In
John 15 we see the word "Pruning": "Every branch that bears fruit He
prunes, that it may bear more fruit!" This is different than chastisement.
We have been bearing fruit, so pruning is something good for us, to help
us to be even more fruitful.The bottom line is: be fruitful. Pruning keeps
the branch clean from anything that would cause deadness, corruption,
or barrenness. According to the last Scripture above, it is the Word of
God that prunes us. We are washed clean by the water of the Word.
Hallelujah! I have also been impressed by other writings to include the
thought that after we have been fruitful branches, we too, should take a
holy rest, as God did.

Prayer--Thank You Lord for showing me that You would bless my
fruitfulness with a time of rest. After You created Adam and Eve, You
rested. Thank you Lord for Your Word that is ever living throughout my
life to guide me to abide in You. In Your Name, Amen



DAY TWENTY-FIVE---------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.......... Fourth Week
(Devotional)-==========eeeaaax (Bible Study)

el l el el el el e
DWELLING IN LOVE

Scripture Reading: Eph. 2:19-22; Eph. 3:17; Eph. 4:15-16(NKJV)

"Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having
been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being
fitted together, grown into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also
are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit." "That
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith that you-being rooted and
grounded in Love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the
width and length and depth and height to know the love of Christ which
passes knowledge that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. "
"But speaking the truth in love, may you grow up in all things into Him,
who is the Head -- Christ - from whom the whole body, joined and knit
together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working
by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the
edifying of itself in love."

Wow! We, together, as the Church, are the dwelling place of God, we
are rooted and grounded in Love! Speaking the truth in love causes
growth in the body for the edifying of itself in love. Together, we are a
building for God, a constantly growing Temple, for as we grow, the
building gets bigger! This is the Kingdom! We are in that Kingdom now,
although we cannot see it, we are a part of it and we need to realize this
because it is so important to our developing motivation. When we
realize these things are going on in the heavenlies, and there are
spiritual principalities and powers all around us we realize how very
vital it is that we abide in Christ every moment. He is our strength, and
our power and protection. He even gives us our armor when we pray for
His protection, He provides this armor so that we will be protected from
satan’'s fiery darts.

Prayer

Lord, please help me to continue trusting You for each day's strength
and each day's provision. Protect me from satan and give me the armor
of protection today that I may not be afraid to share the gospel message

with someone who needs to be set free from the bondage of sin. In
Jesus Name, Amen



DAY TWENTY-SIX-----==--- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.......... Fourth Week

(Devotional) (Bible Study)
il o el el ol 2 el el el l e el el el el

FOR LOVE OF THE BRIDE

Scripture Reading: Eph. 5:21-32: Gen. 2:22-24(NKJ1V)

"(living version) Honor Christ by submitting to each other." "Wives,
submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the
husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church;
and He is the Saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject
unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself for it. That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word. That He might present it to Himself a
Glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing but that
it should be holy and without blemish. So ought men to love their wives
as their own bodies. He that loves his wife loves himself. For no man
ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourishes and cherishes it, even as the
Lord the church. For we are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His
bones. (vs. 32) This is a great mystery; but I speak concerning Christ
and the Church.” "Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man
He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man and Adam said
"This is now bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh - she shall be called
a woman because she is taken out of man and a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one
flesh."

Here we have the most wonderful and also most mysterious truth about the
relationship between marriage and the church. In John 3:29 John the Baptist
bears witness that he is not the Christ and then goes on to describe the one who
is! "He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom,
which stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegrooms' voice;
therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled." All of us in Christ's church are His Bride
and He loves us in the same way that a man is supposed to love his wife. Just as
everything that God has created in nature is a picture of His love for us, He has
ordained the institution of marriage as a picture of how our relationship
should be with Jesus and the church.

As the bride of Christ, are you submissive to His authority?

Prayer
Lord, I struggle to understand this relationship between us. It is an
awesome truth! Help me to grasp a hold of all of the implications of this,
and then make me ready to renew my vows to You again. In Jesus
Name, Amen



DAY TWENTY-SEVEN---------- CHAPTER TWO
Second Month.......... Fourth Week
(Devotional)-==========eceaaa= (Bible Study)
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THE BRIDEGROOM COMETH
Scripture Reading: John 14:1-4; Rev. 3:20;
Rev. 22:12; Rev. 22:20; Rev. (NKJV)

"Let not your hearts be troubled, you believe in God, believe also in Me.
In My Father's House are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have
told you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you to myself that where I am, there you may be also, and
where I go, you know the way" "I am The Way, The Truth and the Life" "
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and
opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with
Me." " And Behold, I am coming quickly, and My Reward is with me, to
give to everyone according to his work." "Surely, I am coming quickly!"
"The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come" And let him who hears say,
"Come" And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the
water of life freely.!"

According to Jewish Wedding Tradition, the bridegroom promised the
bride that he would be going away to prepare a place for them to live
together, and then he promised to come back and take her with him to
the wedding chamber. This is in keeping with what Jesus said to his
disciples before His departure from this earth. He used these terms,
because He wanted us to understand that this is the relationship that we
are to enjoy with Him. If you have opened your hearts' door to Jesus
already, then you are already experiencing some of the intimacy that He
longs for us to experience. When He comes again, every eye will see
Him! And He wants us to know, He is coming quickly...I think this means
"suddenly"! The parable of the Ten Virgins explains how He will be
coming back as the Bridegroom, to steal away His Bride! But sadly, five
of them were not ready and did not get in on the wedding. (See Matt.
25:1-13) We will be studying more on this a little later.

Are you ready for His return? Were you ready, when you got married to
your spouse? To be ready for marriage, weren't you concerned with
whether or not you loved him/her enough?

Prayer
Oh Holy Lord! My Beloved! I ask for Your mercy and Your help!

Forgive me where I have failed in my love for You. I want to know
You better, I seek to hear Your voice more loudly within me so that I
will know that You are near. Show me what I need to do to get ready

for the wedding day, when You come for me. I want to be ready, I

want to have my lamp trimmed, I want to greet You with Joy and

Jubilation! In Your Precious Name, Amen



---------- CHAPTER TWO

Second Month.......... Fourth Week
------------------ (Bible Study)

(Devotional)
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DAY TWENTY-EIGHT

THE BRIDE BECOMES THE WIFE

Scripture Reading: Rev. 19:6-8; Rev. 21:9-11(Living)

"Then I heard again what sounded like the shouting of a huge crowd, or
like the waves of a hundred oceans crashing on the shore or like the
mighty rolling of great thunder, "Praise the Lord. For the Lord our God,
the Almighty reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and honor Him, for the
time has come for the Wedding Banquet of the Lamb, and His Bride has
prepared herself. She is permitted to wear the cleanest and whitest and
finest of linen. (Fine linen represents the good deeds done by the people
of God). "Then one of the seven angels who had emptied the flasks
containing the seven last plagues, came and said to me, "Come with me
and I will show you the Bride, the Lamb's Wife!" In a vision he took me
to a towering mountain peak and from there I watched that wondrous
City, the Holy Jerusalem, descending out of the skies from God." (Read
the rest of Chapter 21& 22)

The End of the Book is only the beginning! What a wonderful future we
have to look forward to! But that future can be made even better by
what we are willing to do now, in this life, to bring others into the
Kingdom with us. It is because of God's wonderful Love for all of us, that
He has seen to it that we have access to His Word - so that we can know
all of the things that we need to know to secure our own future in
Heaven. We look forward to all of that, but it only should cause us to
want to look to our present, to see the task before us. If we love others,
we will do everything that we possibly can to introduce them to our

King, and bring them into God's Glorious Kingdom with us!

Prayer

Father, how I adore You! Praise You, for all that You have revealed to
me so that my seed of faith would take root and bloom! Now I belong to
Your Church, who is Jesus' Bride, and I long to be ever more faithful to
my church, understanding more fully now, that He is the Head and I am

His Body. I am Bone of His Bone and Flesh of His Flesh! I love You so
much, My Lord. Amen






