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INTRODUCTIONS

Hi! I am Catherine Price and I live in the small town of Aliceville, Kansas. I am a member of the
Mont Ida Church of the Brethren. I have been married to my husband, James, for 28 years. I
have just recently retired from Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation in Burlington, Kansas
where I worked in the Accounting Dept. for 17 years. For the last 10 years, I have taught the
Young Adult Sunday School Class and I also help to lead the singing. I began writing a
newsletter for our church in September of 2007, shortly after my “inspiration” came at the
Western Plains District Conference. Connie Rhodes’ Footprint Art was displayed in the
sanctuary of the McPherson Church of the Brethren and our theme was “"Come...Follow Jesus.”
Connie has graciously allowed me to use her art in the Newsletter and I have done so through
2007 and 2008. In 2009, I published several newsletters that were consolidations of several
months. My last newsletter was in August 2009. After this I felt God’s calling to begin a Daily
Devotional Book based on these Footprints. I talked to Connie about my idea and she was very
excited about it and has been a constant inspiration in her willingness to share all of her art so
freely. Since that time I have been working on each month’s devotionals which, looking at the
cover of the book, you can see on your top left, the theme of “Faith” and going across the top,
you see the themes of “Love”, and “"The Foot of the Cross” “"The Living Water —-The Holy Spirit”.
Next, is “"The Sower” and on down the right side; "The Wise and Foolish Virgins”. This is the
first Volume. I will be working on the Second Volume in the months to come. Please enjoy this
six-month study in the meantime. If you have comments or questions, please feel free to call or
text me at: 1-785-204-2938.

Connie Rhodes would like to extend her greetings to you all. In the above photo, she is doing her art presentation
before an audience at Salina, Kansas in April of 2008, at the Western Plains District Ladies Retreat. Her talents became
apparent to many of the “Brethren” when we came to the District Conference in July, 2007. She had been given the
task of creating artwork that depicted the Conference theme: “Come, Follow Jesus” Each of her original designs were
in the form of a footprint and artistically portrayed a Bible story or theme. The original paintings were displayed around
the sanctuary of the McPherson Church of the Brethren where the Conference was held. As we saw at the Ladies’
Retreat the next year, she is so much more talented. Her presentation includes; painting a beautiful scene while talking
to the audience. This usually takes about 30 to 45 minutes. She is a very funny lady. You can see all of her artwork on
her website: www.artbyrhodes.com. Connie has been a member of the Newton Church of the Brethren for 22 years and
is also the Church Clerk, as well as serving on the Church Board and teaching Sunday School where needed.



http://www.artbyrhodes.com/
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"IF ONLY | was worthy to toueh his vobe.. Jesus says: ‘who touched me?” [ felt you and [ want to know
you!" Have faith and stand tall...reach out and touch Him. He already knows who you are...You have
to make that cholce to reach out and touch even if it's just the end of His garment.” . - Connle Rhodes

Saith
Faith-Matthew 9:19-22° “And when Jesus and the disciples were going to the rabbi’s
house, a woman who had been sick for twelve years with internal bleeding came up
behind Him and touched a tassle of His robe, for she thought, “If I only touch Him, I
will be healed.” Jesus turned around and spoke to her, “Daughter,” He said, ‘all is
well! Your faith has healed you.” And the woman was well from that moment.”

What a wonderful testimony to the power of faith! What if you could be close enough
to Jesus to touch even the hem of His garment? Would you? Connie asks the
question’ “If only I was worthy enough to touch His robe,” (Am I worthy enough to
touch even His robe?) Jesus answers, “Who touched Me? I felt you and I want to
know you!” Praise the name of Jesus! We do not have to be worthy.—All we have to
do is reach out and touch Him and open our own hearts by believing, and He will
come in. That is all of the faith that we need. Matthew 9 is a chapter of Miracles! A
paralyzed boy was made to walk; Jesus brought a little girl back to life; He cast out a
demon from a man who was mute and then he could speak; and He healed two blind
men! And this woman reached out and touched Him and was healed. We can do the
same today, even though Jesus is not physically with us. His Spirit is here. He
wants to change our paralysis into a vital walk. He wants to heal our blindness to
see His truth. He wants to bring us from death into New Life and cast out the
demon that is keeping us Mute and give us Lips that Praise His Glorious Name!
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DAY ONE ------==========eu=x CHAPTER ONE
First Month..........ccccciiiiieenns First Week
(Devotional)----============== (Bible Study)
(el e el o el el el 2l el el e el el el el
MEASURE YOUR FAITH
Scripture Reading: Romans 12:1-3
"And so, dear brothers, I plead with you to give your bodies to God.
Let them be a living sacrifice, holy—the kind He can accept. When
you think of what He has done for you, is this too much to ask? Don’t
copy the behavior and customs of this world, but be a new and
different person with a fresh newness in all you do and think.(NKJV:
“And do not be conformed to this world, but be TRANSFORMED by the
renewing of your mind) Then you will learn from your own
experience how His ways will really satisfy you. As God’s messenger
I give each of you God’s warning: Be honest in your estimate of
yourselves, measuring your value by how much faith God has given
you."(Living version)

Happy New Year! This is the first day of the rest of your life! This is
a good time to take stock of your life and evaluate your progress on
your journey with the Lord. This is a new beginning, either because it
is a new year and you have just started this devotional or because
you are starting this as a Bible Study. In the scripture above, we
read that we must be transformed by the renewing of our minds, so
that we may discern what the will of God is. To renew your mind you
are to remember your vows to God, to remember all of the things
that have brought you to where you are now, and to refresh
yourself...thanking God for all of the blessings He has bestowed and
asking Him for His will to be manifested in your life.

At this time, you need to think about your "Faith Walk". Evaluate
yourself, prayerfully. Are you growing? Are you learning? Are you
"practicing your faith...and exercising those "faith muscles"? In the
above scripture it is very important to notice that there is a
"warning" from God. "Be honest in your estimate of yourself". How
much faith God has given you = your real value. Have you used His
gift wisely? Present yourself before the Lord as a living sacrifice,
giving yourself to Him fully, realizing that to do so is your spiritual
act of worship (NIV) and your reasonable service (NKJV).

Prayer
Dear Lord, thank You for bringing me through this past year

safely and blessing me with so many blessings. Thank you for
Your gift of faith, especially, which has seen me through all of
those times of doubt and fear. I give You all of myself, to be
used of You in whatever way You see fit.
Show me the way You would have me to go, and "Not my will but
Thine be done." In Jesus name, Amen



DAY TWO ----====—=cmmmmeeem CHAPTER ONE
First Month......cceeveeeeieiinnnnns First Week

(Devotional)--==========ceeuu= (Bible Study)
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FAITH IS TRUST

Scripture Reading: Romans 3:21-23

"But now God has shown us a different way to heaven! Not by being
good
enough by trying to keep God's laws, but by a new way.

Now God says He will accept and acquit us (declare us "not guilty")

if we trust Jesus to take away our sins. And we all can be saved in

this same way, by coming to Christ, no matter who we are or what

we have been like. Yes, all have sinned and all fall short of God's
glorious ideal, yet God declares us "not guilty"” of offending Him if we
trust in Jesus, who in His kindness freely takes away our sins.(Living
version)

Our Faith Footprint asks the question: "Are we worthy enough to
touch Jesus?" Truly, we are not, but even so, God has arranged it for
us so that we can reach out and touch Him by trusting - our faith has
healed us. Every person who has ever trusted in Christ's ability to
heal and cleanse them from their "sin-sickness" has been satisfied
that He is "trust-worthy".

Before you trusted Him to save you, you must have discovered
something about Jesus that made you begin to trust Him. You must
have been given some knowledge about His power and goodness.
You must have read it in His Word, or were given the understanding
through teaching or preaching. There is a scripture that tells us:
"Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." There
was a seed that was planted into your heart in some way. Think back
to when you first began your faith journey. Who were those "soul-
gardeners" in your life? How about sending them a card of thanks
today?

Prayer
Father, I praise You for all of the seeds that were planted by others,

to bring about my trusting in Jesus. Please bless those in a special
way today who had a part in the planting. I thank you for Your
precious gifts to all of us who are so unworthy on our own, but only
worthy through Jesus, and in His dear name I pray, Amen.



DAY THREE ----—---==—==———om2 CHAPTER ONE
First Month......cceeveeeeeennnns First Week

(Devotional)----==========uu== (Bible Study)
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MUSTARD SEED FAITH

Scripture Reading: Matthew 17:20 (Living)

(The disciples were not able to cast out a demon from a boy and
asked Jesus why) "Because of your little faith, Jesus told them,
For if you had faith even as small as a tiny mustard seed you could
say to this mountain "move" and it would go far away. Nothing
would be impossible!

On Day One I asked you to honestly evaluate your amount of faith.
Our scripture told us that our value was in how much faith God had
given us. In other words, God will give us as much faith as we are
ready to take on. Even a mustard seed faith can be very powerful,
according to Jesus. Jesus is trustworthy, so we can believe His
words.

The seeds in you that started you growing and finally beginning
your faith-journey, were very small. Even smaller than a mustard
seed! When a mustard tree is grown it stands 10 to 12 feet tall!

Your faith grows when you water it with the Word of God and let
the light of Jesus' son-shine soak into your very roots. Finally, you
must exercise that faith by following Jesus when He tells you what it
is that He wants you to do.

What is it that Jesus wants you to do today for His glory?

Prayer
Father, thank you for helping my "seed- faith" to grow. It is

gratifying to know that even Jesus' disciples were lacking in faith,
and that I only have to have a small amount in order to do great
things. Obedience is the Key. Help my faith to grow, Oh Lord, and
forgive me when I sin against You by not doing what You want me to
do. Show me what it is that You are wanting me to do today for Your
glory and give me the faith and trust to do it in full obedience to You.
In Jesus name, Amen



DAY FOUR --=======—emmmeeee CHAPTER ONE
First Month.......ceeeeeeeieinnnns First Week

(Devotional)--==========ceeuu= (Bible Study)
ol ol el 2 ol el el el el el

TRUST IS OBEDIENCE

Scripture Reading Romans 3:28-29(Living)

"So it is that we are saved by faith in Christ and not by the good
things that we do. 31: Well, then if we are saved by faith, does this
mean that we no longer need to obey God's laws? Just the opposite!

In fact, only when we trust Jesus can we truly obey Him."

Many people do not like the word "obedience". There is a natural
rebellion in our flesh that causes us a problem when it comes to
obeying some one or some rule. But that is exactly why we cannot do
it without trusting Jesus to help us obey.

When you think about it - trusting someone completely will
naturally cause us to obey him. We trust that person to be
completely capable of success, therefore we follow him obediently,
knowing he has all the answers, and he is going in the right
direction.

In this world, there are not many we can trust, and do not know
who to trust. That is why it is so important to trust Jesus' leadership
in your life! He will give you discernment as to who in this world is
also trust-worthy.

Are you trustworthy?

Prayer
Father, thank you for being so trustworthy in my life and being so
faithful to me. Help me be a person who is trust-worthy to others, so
that they may be led to trust in my dear Savior and Lord because of
something that I have said or done. Help me to begin to be a "soul-
gardener" to others in my life.
In Jesus Name, Amen



DAY FIVE ----=====cecemmeeeaa CHAPTER ONE
First Month......cceeveeeeeennnns First Week

(Devotional)----==========uu== (Bible Study)
(el e el o el el el el el el el el el

FAITH IS A FREE GIFT

"So, God's blessings are given to us, by faith, as a free gift. We are
certain to get them, whether or not we obey Jewish customs - if we
have faith like Abrahams' - for Abraham is the father of us all when it
comes to these matters of faith. That is what the scriptures mean
when they say that God made Abraham the father of many nations.
God will accept all people in every nation who trust God as Abraham
did. Ephesians 2:8-9: For by grace ye have been saved through faith
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not of works. lest
anyone should boast "

There is much to be learned from a thorough study of Abraham. He
is constantly being praised for his great faith in God. We would do
well to go back and review the things in his life that helped him grow
into the stature that he has grown to. But for now, let us just say
that he is the "poster child" for FAITH! He did some amazing things,
didn't he?

What amazing things have you done in your own faith-walk with the
Lord? The most amazing thing that I can already say about you,
without even knowing you, is that you have trusted Christ to save
you. That is amazing! But how much more amazing is it that the
faith that you have, in God's hands, can move mountains in your life!
And to think that He gave it to you as a gift! Even that trust that you
have was given to you by God, and all His blessings are certain to be
given to you, because of His gift of faith. Faith is the Key to all of His
storehouse of blessings and He has given that Key to You with all His
Love!

Prayer
Praise You, Dear Lord, for giving me this Faith Key to keep forever

and use whenever I need anything. I have been given the most
precious of all gifts, Jesus, My Savior, and in His name I pray, Amen



DAY SIX -======—==mmmmemmeee CHAPTER ONE
First Month......cceeeeeeeeeinnnns First Week

(Devotional)--==========ceeuu= (Bible Study)
il ol ol el el ol 2 el el el el el el

FAITH IS RIGHTEOUSNESS

Scripture Reading: Romans 5:1-2(Living)

"So then since we have been made righteous in God's sight, by FAITH
in His promises, we can have real peace with Him because of what
Jesus Christ, our Lord has done for us. For because of our faith He

has brought us into this place of highest privilege where we now
stand and we confidently and joyfully look forward to actually
becoming all that God has had in mind for us to be."

Read that one more time, and this time with FEELING! I hope that
reading that scripture just makes your day! Just think, even though
we are so unworthy, because of God's Love for us, while we were still
sinners, He gave us the gift of faith so that we could trust Jesus, so
that we could be made righteous in His eyes, so that we could be
acceptable to Him and live with Him in His Kingdom Forever! What an
Awesome God! What a Perfectly Ingenious Plan He has for mankind!
He has it all figured out, doesn't He?

Did you ever doubt that? How many times have you doubted God's
judgment in how He is handling the world's situations? We all know
what chaos there is all over the world right now. Have you been
guilty of "criticizing" Him, or asking why He would allow certain
things to happen? Isn't it like the pot calling the kettle black? BE
STILL AND KNOW THAT HE IS GOD...

He never promised us a rose garden, concerning our life here on
earth, but He does promise us that in the midst of the storm, He will
be there, and will never leave us or desert us.

Prayer

"Father forgive me for those times I have doubted You. I know that

all things are in Your Hands and Your ways are not my ways. I bow

down and worship at Your feet, My King, I praise You for being ALL
WISE, ALL KNOWING, ALL MINE! I am all Yours, In Jesus, Amen



DAY SEVEN-----====——=cemeeuun CHAPTER ONE
First Month......cceeeeeeeeeinnnns First Week

(Devotional)--==========ceeuu= (Bible Study)
il ol ol el el ol 2 el el el el el el

PROBLEMS STRENGTHEN FAITH

Scripture Reading: Romans 5:5-7(Livin

"We can rejoice too, when we run into problems and trials, for we
know that they are good for us - they help us learn to be patient. And
patience develops strength of character in us and helps us trust God

more each time we use it until finally our hope and faith are strong

and steady! Then when that happens we are able to hold our heads
up high no matter what happens and know all is well. For we know
how dearly the Lord loves us and we feel this warm love everywhere
within us because God has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts
with His love." Additional scripture: Psalms 32:7-8:"You are my
hiding place from every storm of life; you even keep me from getting
into trouble! You surround me with songs of victory! I will instruct
you (says the Lord) and guide you along the best pathway for your
life; I will advise you and watch your progress. and Psalms 36:7-12:
"How precious is Your constant love, Oh God! All humanity takes
refuge in the shadow of Your wings. You feed them with blessings
from Your own table and let them drink from Your rivers of delight."

It doesn't mean we become like ostriches and hide our heads in the
sand whenever trouble comes around. It doesn't mean we are lulled
to sleep or deaf and dumb to what's going on in the world. It simply
means that we are trusting God. We know God is in charge and
whatever happens, we are in His hands - if we choose to be - and Oh!
how foolish to remove ourselves from His covering of protection. Are
you abiding in the shadow of His wings, in the hiding place of God?

Prayer

Father, shelter me under Your wings in these times of trouble. The
whole world seems to be in chaos and I can do little to help. Let me
be a strong anchor for my family in times like these so that they will
know where to turn for shelter. Help me be a Beacon Light for all, to
show the way to a safe haven - to Jesus who can calm the storm and
walk on the water and even raise the dead! Praise His name, for He
has raised me from the dead and given me peace in the midst of the

storm. I will always cling to You - My Hiding Place, Amen
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DAY EIGHT ------------=-=-=--- CHAPTER ONE
First Month.............ecvcni, Second Week
(Devotional)-----=========-n=- (Bible Study)
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HEROES OF FAITH - Abel's Offering
Scripture Reading: Hebrews 11:1-4; Gen. 4:2-7(Living)

"What is Faith?

It is the confident assurance that something we want is going to
happen. Itis the certainty that what we hope for is waiting for us,
even though we cannot see it up ahead. Men of God in days of old
were famous for their faith. By faith - by believing God - we know
that the world and the stars, in fact, all things, were made at God's

command; and that they were all made from things that can't be
seen. It was by faith that Abel obeyed God and brought an offering
that pleased God more than Cain's offering did. God accepted Abel

and proved it by accepting his gift; and though Abel is long dead, we
can still learn lessons from him about trusting God."

Our first hero of faith is Abel. He was the younger brother of Cain,
and apparently, they were the first two offspring of fallen Adam and
Eve. We are not given much information but know that Cain's
offering to the Lord of fruits and/or vegetables was not acceptable.
Abel's offering of his very best lamb was acceptable to God.

God told Cain, upon seeing his angry disappointment, "Why is your
face so dark with rage? It can be bright with joy if you will do what
you should! But if you refuse to obey, watch out! Sin is waiting to
attack you, longing to destroy you! But you can conquer it!"
Apparently, Cain knew what was pleasing to God, but instead chose
to dishonor God by his offering. He was given a chance to repent, but
instead let his anger fester and ended up murdering his own brother.

There was knowledge there of God’s preferences and God’s Law
about giving Him an offering, otherwise Cain would not have
displeased God. It was because he knew but refused to obey. As we
know, later on God ordained blood sacrifices that were God’s way of
atonement for sin for the Israelites and a picture of what would
become the blood sacrifice given by our spotless Lamb of God to take
away the sins of the world.

Prayer

Dear Lord, search me and show me if I have dishonored You in any
way with my offering. Help me to know Your will concerning what
You find acceptable from me. Help me be pleasing to You as a living
sacrifice. Help me to give You more of myself. In Jesus Name, Amen



DAY NINE ------====—ccceeee CHAPTER ONE
First Month........eeeeeeeeeee Second Week

(Devotional)---=========eeeuu= (Bible Study)
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HEROES OF FAITH - Noah's Ark of Faith

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 11:7(Living)

"Noah was another who trusted God.

When he heeded God's warning about the future, Noah believed Him
even though there was then no sign of a flood. And wasting no time,
he built the Ark and saved his family. Noah's belief in God was in
direct contrast to the sin and disbelief of the rest of the world - which
refused to obey - and because of his faith he became one of those
whom God has accepted.”

Here is a little background profile on Noah found in Genesis 6:7-
12(summarized) "He was the only truly righteous man living on the
earth at that time. He tried always to conduct his affairs according to
God's will. Meanwhile the crime rate was rising rapidly across the
earth and seen by God to be rotten to the core.”

So God told Noah to build a big boat and fill it with every species of
animal, reptile and fowls of the air. There must be a male and female
of each kind. Noah did exactly as God had commanded him. It didn't
matter to Noah that he was 500 years old when he started building,
and it didn't matter that it took him 100 years to build it, it certainly
didn't seem to be a problem that there had never been rain up to this
time. He trusted God, and believed God, and Obeyed God! WOW! Now
that's FAITH! Imagine how his family must have respected this faith,
for they all helped him in his work and that took a lot of faith too!

Do you respect other people's faith in God? How can you build
stronger respect in others, so that when you tell them about God
they will listen?

Prayer
Dear Father, help me to be like Noah, for just as in Noah's time, You

tell us in Your Word that the end of time will come when that state of
mind will be the same. And You will gather all of Your people
together into the safety of Your Ark, but the wicked will be
destroyed. You gave Noah 100 years to warn others and get
prepared. Oh My Lord, help me to begin to warn others that the Day
of the Lord is coming so that they too will be saved. Praise my dear
Savior for keeping me safe in His arms. In Jesus Name I Pray, Amen



DAY TEN ----===—-cmmmeee CHAPTER ONE
First Month.........ceeveeeeeee Second Week

(Devotional)--==========ceeuu= (Bible Study)
IR AT TTH

FAMILY OF FAITH - Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 11:8-13;17-20(Living)
"Abraham trusted God and when God told him to leave home and go
far away to another land which he promised to give him, Abraham
obeyed. Away he went, not even knowing where he was going. And
even when he reached God's promised land, he lived in tents -like a
mere visitor, as did Isaac and Jacob, to whom God gave the same
promises. Abraham did this because he was confidently waiting for
God to bring him to that strong heavenly city whose designer and
builder is God. "

"Sarah, too, had faith. And because of this she was able to become a
mother in spite of her old age, for she realized that God, who gave
her His promise, would certainly do what He said. And so a whole
nation came from Abraham, who was too old to have even one child -
a nation with so many millions of people that, like the stars of the
sky and the sand on the ocean shores, there is no way to count them
all."

"While God was testing Abraham, he still trusted in God and His
promises, and so he offered his son Isaac; and was ready to slay him
on the alter of sacrifice. Yes, to slay even Isaac; through whom God
had promised to give Abraham a whole nation of descendants! He
believed that if Isaac died God would bring him back to life again;
and that is just about what happened! For as far as Abraham was
concerned , Isaac was doomed to death, but he came back again,
alive! "It was by faith that Isaac knew God would give future
blessings to his two sons, Jacob and Esau.”

Prayer from Hebrews 11:13-16

Father, these people of faith died without ever receiving all that You
had promised. But they saw it all awaiting them on ahead and were
glad, for they agreed that this earth was not their real home but that
they were just strangers visiting down here. And quite obviously
when they talked like that, they were looking forward to their real
home in heaven. If they had wanted to they could have gone back to
the good things of this world but they didn't want to. They were
living for heaven. Help me, Oh Lord, to live my life like that. In Jesus
Name, Amen



DAY ELEVEN-----========-- CHAPTER ONE
First Month................... Second Week

(Devotional)--==========ceeuu= (Bible Study)
FHEFFFFFHFFAIFFFFFEFFFFEFH
NATION OF FAITH - Moses and the Israelites

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 11:24-29(Living)

"It was by faith that Moses when he grew up, refused to be treated
as the grandson of the King, but chose to share ill-treatment with
God's people instead of enjoying the fleeting pleasures of sin. He

thought it better to suffer for the promised Christ than to own all the
treasures of Egypt. For he was looking forward to the Great Reward
that God would give him. And it was because he trusted God that he
left the land of Egypt and wasn't afraid of the King's anger. Moses
kept right on going; it seemed as though he could see God right
there with him. And it was because he believed God would save his
people that he commanded them to kill a lamb as God had told them
to and sprinkle the blood on the doorposts of their homes, so that
God's terrible Angel of Death could not touch the oldest child in those
homes, as he did among the Egyptians.”
"The people of Israel trusted God and went right through the Red
Sea as though they were on dry ground. But when the Egyptians
chasing them tried it, they all were drowned."

The scriptures tell so much more about this amazing man and how
God directed him to be the greatest spiritual leader ever. For further
study read Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. There
were two Arks in his life, the little basket that his mother hid him in
when his life was being threatened by an evil ruler, and later the Ark
of the Covenant was formed out of gold and precious jewels to hold
those most precious tables of the "Ten Commandments" along with
the other artifacts. He lead the Israelites in the building of the first
Tabernacle and received all the instructions for the oracles and
ordinances of the Jewish Feasts and many other amazing things as
he was chosen to lead the Israelites out of bondage by means of the
blood of a lamb, symbolic of Jesus being our way out of bondage to
sin by means of His own precious blood.

Prayer
"Lord, I am awed and humbled by the great faith of these heroes of

the Bible. Though I may not be that outstanding of a leader, I do
want to be known for being faithful to the ministry that you have
given me, even if it is only You who knows it. For You are the only
One who matters - I have no one else to please, really, except You.
Help me be pleasing in Your sight and my faithfulness be acceptable
through the blood of Jesus, for in His name I pray, Amen



DAY TWELVE-------======-- CHAPTER ONE
First Month.......c.ceeevvieeeeee Second Week

(Devotional)----============== (Bible Study)
o o e e e e e e e
JOSHUA & THE NATION THAT TRUSTED GOD

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 11:30(Living)
"It was faith that brought the walls of Jericho tumbling down after
the people of Israel had walked around them seven days as God had
commanded them."

The writer of Hebrews mentions the faith of the nation of Israel, and
doesn't even mention Joshua. Obviously, Joshua was also one of our
most valiant heroes, who succeeded Moses in leading the Israelites
and through a series of miraculous events brought them to the
"Promised Land - which flowed with milk and honey"! One of the
most famous quotes from Joshua's own mouth is: "Choose today
whom you will serve, but as for me and my house; we will serve the
Lord"”. His accomplishments are recorded in his own book of the
Bible, Joshua. Here are a few of the miracles:

1. God stopped the Jordan River from flowing so that the Hebrews could
cross into Canaan, just as He parted the Red Sea a generation earlier.

2. The commander-in-chief of God's spiritual army met with Joshua on the
eve of the invasion of Jericho; in an encounter similar to Moses' at the
burning bush, before setting out on his mission to free the Hebrews.

3. Joshua's request of God to let the sun stand still over Gibeon and the
moon stand in its place over the valley of Aijalon; and the sun and moon
didn't move until the Israeli army had finished the destruction of its'
enemies.

Joshua was a fierce warrior, but also served as a prophet, as well, for
he delivered God's messages to the people. The Lord's plans to
conquer Jericho were carried out just as God had commanded. The
Hebrews obeyed and marched, they blew the trumpets, they carried
the Ark around the City and shouted, all according to specific
instruction and the wall of Jericho fell. God is very interested in
detail - are you? He has specific items in your life He wants you to
pay attention to and obey His instructions so that those walls of
anger, apathy, doubt or strife can come tumbling down!

Prayer
Father, thank You for preserving for us these wonderfully, exciting stories
of Giant Faith personified in these people. Such Bravery, Bold Faith, and
Tremendous Victories. Help my life be filled with these three things even if
it is on a smaller scale than these. Thank You for teaching me through these
stories. In Jesus Name, Amen
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First Month.........ceeveeeeeee Second Week

(Devotional)--==========ceeuu= (Bible Study)
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RAHAB'S FAITH

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 11:31(Living)

"By faith - because she believed in God & His power - Rahab, the
harlot, did not die with all the others in her city of Jericho (where the
Hebrews caused the walls to fall down) when they refused to obey
God, for she gave a friendly welcome to the spies."”

Of all the Heroines of faith, why on earth would the writer of
Hebrews honor a prostitute? Are we to assume that she was a
"former" prostitute? Rahab was saved from death plus her whole
extended family. It is very important to point out her role in all of
this. She not only helped the spies to not be killed, but helped them
to complete the mission and ultimately achieve victory in overtaking
Jericho. In exchange for her help, she was spared her life, which
needed to be preserved for a very special reason: She happens to be
in the blood line of Jesus! She is listed in the Bible as the mother of
Boaz. That makes her the great, great, grandmother of King David!

In Jesus' dealings with the woman caught in adultery, He
commanded her to "go and sin no more" and she was saved from
death by stoning. I recall also, before that, that Jesus addressed
those with stones in their hands "whoever among you that is without
sin, cast the first stone".

This is an amazing story of how God is no respecter of persons. He
has a purpose for all of us. Rahab may have been forced into
prostitution, who knows her story? Things happen! Not to excuse her
sin, but God used her. She helped the spies for the reasons stated
above; because she believed in their God and His Power! She had
heard about Him and all the things that His people had been able to
accomplish: this planted seeds.... because of what she knew, she
believed, and acted accordingly. That was the kind of blood that God
wanted for His own Son's bloodline; for the human side of Jesus had
a bloodline, and His Divine side had God.

Prayer

Father, I know from this story that there is no one who is unworthy of Your
acceptance if they but "believe and act on their faith." Help me to think
about Rahab next time I tend to look down upon someone who seems to be
living a very sinful lifestyle. Jesus came to heal the sick not the healthy.
Help me to believe and act on those things in my life that You call me to do.
I Love You so much, In Jesus Precious Name, Amen
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HERO OF FAITH - King David
Scripture Reading: Psalm 23(paraphrased from Living)
"Oh Lord, because You are my Shepherd
I have everything that I need! You let me rest in the
meadow grass and lead me beside the quiet streams. You restore my
failing health. You help me do what honors You the most. Even when
I am walking through the dark valley of death I will not be afraid, for
You are close beside me, guarding, guiding all the way. Thank you for
providing such delicious food for me in the presence of my enemies.
You have welcomed me as Your guest; my blessings overflow! Praise
You! Your goodness and unfailing kindness shall be with me all my
life, and afterwards I will live with You forever in Your home. Amen."

David was a shepherd boy in Bethlehem who traded his pasture for a
palace and became Israel's second king. The most honored in all the
nation's history. David was the youngest son of a sheep herder
named Jesse. Surprisingly, David was not entirely Jewish. His great-
grandmother, Ruth, (also a Heroine of faith) came from what is now
the Arab country of Jordan. God sent the prophet, Samuel, to
Bethlehem on a secret mission to anoint one of Jesse's sons as the
future king. Samuel immediately recognized that David was God's
choice. So Samuel poured olive oil over David and the Spirit of God
came brightly upon him from that day on.(taken from1Samuel 16).
When David found the land that would later be called Jerusalem, he
proclaimed it "The City of David". His astonishing success as the
King of Israel is one important reason that centuries later, when
Israel was occupied and oppressed by invaders, the people prayed
for God to send a "son of David" to free them. Jesus Christ was
referred to as this very thing, in several scriptures. Before David
became a Giant killer, he was a "music therapist" for King Saul. His
love for music, along with 73 Psalms that he wrote and referred to as
"A Psalm of David" led to his setting up a music ministry at the
Worship Center appointing the musicians and their assistants. David
was not the picture of saintly perfection - but he was a man who
trusted God and did his best to serve Him and asked for forgiveness
when he failed, for he knew the Source of his greatness.

Prayer - Psalms 51:10-13 (NJK)

"Create in me a clean heart, Oh God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit
from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me by Your

generous Spirit. Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners
shall be converted to You." Amen
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(Devotional)--==========ceeuu= (Bible Study)
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OUR SUPER HERO

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 12:1-4 (Living)

"Since we have such a huge crowd of men of faith watching us from
the grandstands, let us strip off anything that slows us down or holds
us back, and especially those sins that wrap themselves so tightly
around our feet and trip us up; and let us run with patience the
particular race that God has set before us. Keep your eyes on Jesus,
our leader and instructor. He was willing to die a shameful death on
the cross because of the joy He knew would be His afterwards; and
now He sits in the place of honor by the throne of God. If you want to
keep from becoming fainthearted and weary, think about His
patience as sinful men did such terrible things to Him. After all, you
have never yet struggled against sin and temptation until you sweat
great drops of blood."”

Above and beyond all heroes, of course, is Jesus Christ. He is above
every leader, King, or hero in the Bible. What He has done and who
He is, is so much more than any other person has ever done or been.
He is the one on whom our faith rests!

I love what the writer of Hebrews says about the crowd of men of
faith. Imagine all of those heroes we have just studied about,
watching us and cheering us on! What a tremendous teaching!
Tomorrow's devotion will be a poem that I wrote many years ago
when my faith was just blossoming.

Scripture Prayer from Galatians
Father, thank you for reminding us of our forefathers who were justified by their great faith in
you and received from you this blessing, "I will bless those in every nation, who trust in me™
and all of us who trust in you as our forefathers did also receive a blessing from you. But your
curse is upon those who fall back into trying to be good enough because you have said that the
only way we can ever be good in your sight is by faith. Thank You, precious Savior, for
bringing us out from under the doom of that impossible system of law by taking the curse for
our wrongdoing upon yourself. Now we have God's blessing and have been given the Holy
Spirit through this faith; and He is faithful to keep His promise and has written it down and
signed it. It is the everlasting covenant between our Father and we who trust Him. We know
now that the law had its purposes in showing us our sins, they were our teacher and guide until
Christ came to give us right standing with God through our faith. But now that Christ is our
Savior, we are all children of God and we who have been baptized into union with Christ are
enveloped by Him. There is no division between Jew or Greek, black or white, rich or poor,
male or female. We are all christians; we are one in Christ Jesus, and are heirs of the promises
and blessings you gave our forefathers and now belong to us! Hallelujah! Amen!
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I want to take the word "faith" and use each letter to examine very
closely, what faith is.

F -

Fully Rely on God
A -

Act on His Direction
I -
Imitate Christ

T -

Talk to God often
H -

Honor God with your offerings

Scripture Reading: Proverbs 3:4-6 (Living)

"If you want favor with both God and man, and a reputation for good
judgment and common sense, then trust the Lord completely; don't
ever trust yourself. In everything you do, put God first and He will
direct you and crown your efforts with success."

So, first, let's talk about "Fully Relying on God". We see in Proverbs
that this will be a very rewarding experience. Fully means
completely, and relying means trusting Him to the point of "leaning"”
on Him for support. We are never to trust ourselves! OK, this one is
tricky. We have talked about being a person who is trustworthy. This
verse about never trusting ourselves is for everyone. So how can
anyone else find us trustworthy, if they are not supposed to trust
anyone but God? We just need to check with Him first, and then if He
tells us we can trust the other fellow in things that pertain to
everyday living, or in being a leader in the church or a teacher of a
Bible Study, then we can be confident that this is God's man/woman
and if it is we who are trustworthy, make sure that we are taking our
direction from God and not "leaning on our own understanding.” Yes!
"Lean not on your own understanding, but in all your ways
acknowledge Him!" (original version of same verses in Proverbs) I
am sure that you are familiar with the acronym of this: F.R.0.G.
Prayer
Lord, thank you for Your wisdom in all areas of my life. Thank you for giving
me the Holy Spirit, so that I would be given the opportunity to be
transformed into the very thing that You want me to be. Help me to be given
the discernment to know who is trustworthy in my life, and help me to
always completely trust You first with everything I do, and every decision
that I make, help me to remember to pass it by You first for your approval.
In Jesus' name, Amen



DAY EIGHTEEN------========= CHAPTER ONE
First Month--------------—--- Third Week
(Devotional)---------=--=----- (Bible Study)
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F -

Fully Rely on God
A -

Act on His Direction
I -

Imitate Christ
T -

Talk to God often
H -

Honor God with your offerings

Scripture Reading: James 1:22-25 (NKJ)
"Be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if
anyone is a hearer of the Word, and not a doer, he is like a man observing his
natural face in the mirror; for he observes himself; goes away, and immediately
forgets what kind of man he was. But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty
and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one
will be blessed in what he does." James 2:14-26:"What doth it profit, my brethren,
if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? If a
brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, and one of you says to them,
"Depart in peace, be warmed and filled" but you do not give them the things which
are needed for the body, what does it profit? Thus also, faith, by itself, if it does
not have works, is dead. But, someone will say, "You have faith and | have works."
Show me your faith without your works, and | will show you my faith by my works.
You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe - and
tremble! But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is
dead? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his
son on the alter? Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and
by works faith was made perfect? And the Scripture was fulfilled which says,
"Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he
was called the friend of God. You see then that a man is justified by works, and
not by faith only. Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when
she received the messengers and sent them out another way? For as the body
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. "

This is explained so beautifully by James that no further explanation is needed. We
understand that faith is action, from observing our forefathers and everything that

they did because of faith in God.
Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank you for your Word, given to us through James. | pray that | may
always act on the faith that You have given to me. Help me not to sit down and not be
obedient to You out of fear or apathy or any other reason. Help me to know what Your will
is for me today, so that | will be doing the things that are pleasing in Your sight, In Jesus

Name, Amen



DAY NINETEEN--------------- CHAPTER ONE

First Month-------==—=-—ceuu- Third Week
(Devotional)---=========eeeuu= (Bible Study)
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F -

Fully Rely on God
A -

Act on His Direction
I-

Imitate Christ
T -

Talk to God often
H -

Honor God with your offerings

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 5: 1-2 (NKJ)

"Therefore be imitators of God as dear children, and walk in love, as Christ also
has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweet-smelling aroma." 1 John 2:1-3-6:"Now by this we know that we know Him, if
we keep His commandments. He who says, "I know Him" and does not keep His
commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoever keeps His word,
truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him; he
who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked."

This seems like a mighty tall order. But do not be afraid...when we imitate Jesus
and walk as He walked, we have a lot of help. It is easy to get a little confused here
as well. First we read about how we were saved by faith not by works, and that we
didn't have to go by a set of rules anymore. Now we are told that faith without
works is dead, and that we must keep His commandments.

We know that we are saved by faith, now we can keep His commandments, and do
good works for Him, whereas before we were saved, we were unable to do these
things.

The thing about imitating someone...we aren't going to do it right, unless we know
Him. When we know Him, He comes into our heart, and we are now allowing Him
to live through us. We are only His hands and His feet, but the Power is all His!
The only way that others can see Jesus in us (this is imitating) is if we become

transparent!

Prayer

My Precious Lord, help me to know You better, so that | may be an imitator of
Christ. I know that this is the only way that others can see You, is through me...
being transparent with them and relying fully on God; just openly sharing with

them what You have done in my life. Praise Your Name, Amen
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F -

Fully Rely on God
A -

Act on His Direction
I -

Imitate Christ
I-

Talk to God often
H -

Honor God with your offerings

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 6:10-18 (Living)

"Last of all I want to remind you that your strength must come from
the Lord's mighty power within you. Put on all of God's armor so that
you will be able to stand safe against all strategies and tricks of
Satan. For we are not fighting against people made of flesh and
blood, but against persons without bodies--the evil rulers of the
unseen world, those mighty satanic beings and great evil princes of
darkness who rule this world; and against huge numbers of wicked
spirits in the spirit world. So use every piece of God's armor to resist
the enemy whenever he attacks, and when it is all over, you will still
be standing up. But to do this you will need the strong belt of truth
and the breastplate of God's approval. Wear shoes that are able to
speed you on as you preach the Good News of peace with God. In
every battle you will need faith as your shield to stop the fiery
arrows aimed at you by Satan. And you will need the helmet of
salvation and the sword of the Spirit--which is the Word of God. Pray
all the time! Ask God for anything in line with the Holy Spirit's
wishes. Plead with him reminding him of your needs, and keep
praying earnestly for all Christians everywhere."

Proper preparation and putting on of the armor is vital! Never try to
fight satan without the proper equipment. Our communication with
God is vital, but satan will try to discourage us from reaching Him in
a hundred ways. Having said all of that - do you stay in close contact
with God? That's your best defense against satan.

Prayer
Lord, as I pray, I bind satan and plead the blood of Jesus all around me so

that I can be covered with all of the protection that the armor of God
provides. Thank you Lord that You have so much for me so that I will be
protected in my battle against satan. Forgive me Lord for the sin I have
committed today. Cleanse my heart of any bitterness or anger. Let Your
Love flow through me now to those who need to know You. In Jesus name,
Amen
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F -

Fully Rely on God
A -

Act on His Direction
I -

Imitate Christ
T -

Talk to God often
H-

Honor God with your offerings
Scripture Reading: Proverbs 3:9-10 (Living)

"Honor the Lord by giving Him the first part of all your income, and He will fill your
barns with wheat and barley and overflow your wine vats with the finest wines."

Just as Cain's offering wasn't pleasing to God, so ours too, may not be pleasing.
Here are some of the reasons why this could be:
1.Do | give Him the first tenth of my income? It is a real struggle for many of us to
do this. There just doesn't seem to be enough to go around. But, this has to be an
act of faith! Before we ever sit down and figure out the bills we should go ahead
and make out the check for the tithe. This way He can take that money and spread
it around over all the other bills and somehow, miraculously, the bills will be paid.
If we put Him first, He promises to bless us!
2. Am | a cheerful giver? Or is it painful for me to part with my riches? We need to
remember the riches do not belong to us; they are God's. He wants us to show our
love and respect to Him by giving it as an offering to be used to further His
Kingdom. Leave it up to Him how this is to be done. | think that this is the hardest
test of faith in our lives, giving our money to God to use as He sees fit. It is to be
given to the "storehouse" which is our local church. Our churches should begin
learning how to distribute to the poor and needy again like they did in the first
century church! Not to be put in a CD and gather interest!
3. If we are harboring bad feelings toward one of our brothers in Christ, we are to
settle the problem before we give our offering. This can also be interpreted, if we
owe any one any money that is overdue we must pay that first.
4. We should never give an offering to be seen of men. If we are just showing off,
God doesn't want the offering. It may be necessary to give it in secret if we have a
problem in this area.
Prayer

Dear Lord, I thank You for Your wisdom in commanding us to give back a tenth of our

income. It helps us to remember whose it is in the first place, and it is such an exciting
principle. To see You at work in my life, helping me to make ends meet, somehow, even if
it doesn't figure out on paper. It is one more way that You help our faith to grow. In Jesus

name, Amen
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FAITH IS PROOF

Scripture Reading: Hebrews 11:1 (Living)
"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of the things not
seen."

What does faith look like? You laugh..but this verse tells us that faith is the
substance of things hoped for - evidence of the invisible. Things hoped for are not
visible - they are in the future. But our belief in those future events - everlasting
life, answered prayer, changed lives, healed bodies, healed marriages, etc., etc.,
are the proof that they are going to happen. Our belief that they will happen
because God has provided keeps us trusting Him as we pray for all of these
events to happen on earth. The only thing we don't have to pray for is everlasting
life - we already have obtained this. It is part of the deal. Our salvation agreement
is already signed and our names are already written in the Lamb's Book of Life. So
faith looks like; assurance, confidence, joy, freedom, love, peace, kindness, self-
control, patience, holiness, goodness, humility etc. etc. People should be able to
see our faith by looking at our actions and our attitudes. This is the only evidence
there is that we have faith in God. Why do we want our faith to show? It isn't
because we are showing off, we just want to be a good witness for Christ, and this
is what happens naturally, whenever we are living for Him, our faith shows up in
some way to others, and then they can be encouraged toward finding a
relationship with Jesus, just as we have.

Is your faith showing today? Let it all hang out! It is supposed to show!
Prayer
"Lord, help me today, to show my faith by my actions and attitudes. | know that
there is someone who is surely looking at me and | pray my faith will shine into

their lives in some way; helping them to believe in you too! In Jesus precious
name | pray, Amen"
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FAITH IS ACTION
Scripture Reading: James 1:17-18, 22(NIV) 2:12-17 (Living)
"But whatever is good and perfect comes to us from God, the Creator of all light,
and he shines forever without change or shadow. And it was a happy day for him
when he gave us our new lives, through the truth of his Word, and we became, as
it were, the first children in his new family." "But be doers of the Word, and not
hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the Word and not
a doer, heis like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he observes
himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was." "If you
want to know what God wants you to do, ask him, and he will gladly tell you, for
he is always ready to give a bountiful supply of wisdom to all who ask him. He will
not resent it. But when you ask him, be sure that you really expect him to tell you,
for a doubtful mind will be as unsettled as a wave of the sea that is driven and
tossed by the wind; and every decision you then make will be uncertain, as you
turn first this way, and then that. If you don't ask with faith, don't expect the Lord
to give you any solid answer." "You will be judged on whether or not you are
doing what Christ wants you to. So watch what you do and what you think; for
there will be no mercy to those who have shown no mercy. But if you have been
merciful, then God's mercy toward you will win out over his judgment against you.
Dear brothers, what's the use of saying that you have faith and are Christians if
you aren't proving it by helping others? Will that kind of faith save anyone? If you
have a friend who is in need of food and clothing and you say to him, "well,
goodbye and God bless you; stay warm and eat hearty" and then don't give him
clothes or food, what good does that do? So you see, it isn't enough just to have
faith. You must also do good to prove that you have it. Faith that doesn't show
itself by good works is no faith at all--it is dead and useless."

To begin our Faith-walk a mustard seed faith was given to us as a gift to be grown into a
fruit. This Faith Key helps us to grow the other fruits. Our faith can now be seen by others
through our acts of righteousness. There is much to do, and as we see, the mustard seed
of faith needs the living water, and the pruning of discipline and patience and suffering,
and the Son Shine of obedience and trust to grow the fruit into the ripeness of abundance
of harvest. As Jesus says in John 15, we cannot grow fruit unless we abide in Him. He is
our nourishment. Without Him we can do nothing! So our faith must be acted upon to be
seen, and it cannot be done without our abiding in Christ! Are you abiding? What is
abiding? "Whoever lives in me and I in him shall produce a large crop of fruit!"
Abiding is living in Him, as He lives in you! We know He came into our lives (hearts)
when we accepted His salvation and received Him and opened our heart's door and
He came in. But what does it look like to "Live In Him?" In what way are we "In
Christ?"

Prayer
"Oh Lord, as much as it is possible, let me abide in Christ Jesus every day. So close

to Him as He is inside my own heart. May I be inside His heart, loving Him, obeying

Him, talking together, being alive and well In Jesus, Amen"
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FAITH IS A FRUIT

Scripture Reading: Galations 5:22-25(KJV) 11 Peter 1:5-10(NKJV)

"But the fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, and self-control. Against such there is no law."
"But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to
virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly
kindness love. For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these
things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed
from his old sins. Therefore, brethren, be even more
diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will
never stumble; for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."

This first list has always been our guideline for the "fruits of the Spirit". However,
these characteristics listed in Peter's second epistle | believe to be an exciting
revelation from God. As you recall, Jesus gave Peter the keys of the Kingdom. We
find this in Matt.16:19. Notice the above scripture where Peter says that an
entrance will be supplied to you abundantly in the everlasting Kingdom. We need
a Key to obtain entrance. We have been given our Faith-Key and we have entered
the Kingdom. He says if we do these things we will never stumble. What is it we
are to do? He uses the phrase "these things" several times here. He has given us
a principle: Adding those characteristics or fruits to our faith-key will assure us of
never being barren or unfruitful. | believe these are the Keys of the Kingdom! He
never calls them that, nor does he call them fruits, but he does mention
fruitfulness. At the beginning of the First Chapter of Second Peter he says: "To
those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our
God and Savior Jesus Christ. Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given us all
things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called
us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us exceedingly great and
precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust." WOW! Just as we
learned from James that our faith alone is not enough, Peter gives us the keys to abundant
living in the Kingdom! Let us work on these fruits/keys in the months ahead, in the order
we see them.

Prayer
"Lord, how wonderful it is to realize that everything in Your Word is just so exciting!
Concept upon concept, precept upon precept, principle upon principle. You give us so
much to learn and marvel at. More and more treasures from Your Storehouse. Thank you
so much for this teaching. In Jesus Name, Amen



DAY TWENTY-FIVE ---=======eeceeaaaa- CHAPTER ONE
First Month--—------——------oeeum Fourth Week
(Devotional)--==========ceeuu= (Bible Study)
AT
WALK BY FAITH

Scripture Reading (NKJV) 11Cor.3:18-4:7; 4:16-18(Living); 5:6-7
"But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to
glory; just as by the Spirit of the Lord. Therefore, since we have this
ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart. But we
have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness
nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the
truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight
of God. But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are
perishing, whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not
believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine on them. For we do not preach ourselves,
but Christ Jesus the Lord and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus'
sake. For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of
darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the
power may be of God and not of us. " "This is why we never give up!
Though our bodies are dying, our inner strength in the Lord is
growing every day. These troubles and sufferings of ours are, after
all, quite small and won't last very long. Yet this short time of
distress will result in God's richest blessing upon us forever and
ever! So, we do not look at what we see right now, the troubles all
around us, but we look forward to the joys in heaven which we have
not yet seen. The troubles will soon be over, but the joys to come will
last forever." "So, we are always confident knowing that while we
are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. For we walk by
faith, not be sight."

These are such reassuring words for us to keep going on our faith-walk. I
know a whole month of faith lessons seemed like a lot, but it has been
marvelous, hasn't it? You will enjoy this Devotional Book next year as you
can begin at the beginning again, only this time you will have grown to a
new position on your Road to Glory. Keep up the good work! Don't give up -
as the scripture above encourages us to keep going! We continue walking
by faith - not by sight. Another scripture comes to mind - "Thy word is a
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path."” The light of God's Word is
what keeps us walking by faith, because remember, we do not look at the
things which are seen, which are temporary, but the things which are not
seen which are eternal. Prayer
"Lord, guide my feet as I walk by faith. I know that your word is a light for me and I
need lots of light in this dark world; in which I must go out in order to reach the lost.
I must bring them to the light. Help me to know who needs you today - In His name
I still pray, Amen"



DAY TWENTY-SIX ---===========m==—=- CHAPTER ONE
First Month--—------——------oeeum Fourth Week
(Devotional)----============== (Bible Study)
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The Author and Finisher of our Faith

Scripture Reading (NKJV) Hebrews 12:2, 1

"Looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before Him, endured the cross; despising the shame,
and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Therefore,
since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let
us run with endurance the race that is set before us."

Jesus is the author of our faith - He is the one in whom our faith is
built and created. He is our only Hope! Without His sacrifice on the
Cross, we have no hope. But because He endured the suffering for us,
and paid the penalty for our sin, we can now Believe that He has
saved us from that judgment and we are exonerated! We are free
from condemnation because the Blood of Jesus was shed on the
cross; this is the atoning work that His Blood has done, we are now
reconciled to God and have full access into the Holy of Holies where
our Father resides with His Son beside Him on His throne.

Jesus is the finisher of our faith - He said as He was dying "It Is
Finished!" He finished the race that was set before Him, now it is our
turn to run! Following Jesus every day is our race. We are to lay
aside every weight that holds us back from that course, and sin is the
heaviest of them all. If we don't take up sin in the first place, we
won't be weighted down by it anyway.

Jesus wants to proclaim Victory for you when you have finished your
race and He can joyously say "It Is Finished! Enter into the joy of
your salvation, Welcome Home My good and faithful servant, and
take your rightful place at My Table!"

Prayer

Oh Father, How I long to hear those precious words spoken to me
upon entering eternal life when I will forever be with my Lord. Help
me run this race - in Jesus' name, Amen



DAY TWENTY-SEVEN -------==--=ccceeuen CHAPTER ONE
First Month---—------———=-—--ceememm Fourth Week

(Devotional)----============== (Bible Study)
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THE END OF FAITH

Scripture Reading (NKJV) 1 Peter 1:3-9;17-25
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away,
reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God
through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In
this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you
have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your
faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is
tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the
revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love. Though
now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy
inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith--the
salvation of your souls.”
We have been given "precious promises!” But, wait, what does Peter
mean when he says that salvation of our soul is the end of our faith?
Is it that Faith that has been made sight? We will actually not
"receive" salvation until we pass from life into death - then our real
life begins - our faith becomes sight! We will see Jesus face to face!
What we have hoped for up ahead has now come to pass! Those
things that we hope for that were "invisible" are now visible! It is the
End of the Rainbow of Faith - the Pot at the end of the rainbow is
Solid Gold! He is the Prize, the Gold Medal we receive when we win
the race of faith! It is now time for us to receive our inheritance of
salvation, which before was a gift in hope but now is realized in full
scope! But for now, we have this encouragement - Phil. 1:6 "Being
confident of this very thing - that He who began a good work in you
will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ". Phil. 2:12 - "Therefore,
my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only,
but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling for it is God who works in you both to will and to
do for His good pleasure.” Phil. 3:14 - "I strain to reach the end of
the race and receive the prize for which God is calling us up to
heaven because of what Christ Jesus did for us.”

Prayer

Father, how I long to reach the end of the race and see you face to
face! But help me today to remember that along the way I shoulid
bring someone else into the race with me. In Jesus name, Amen



DAY TWENTY-EIGHT----------- CHAPTER ONE
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FAITH IS THE VICTORY
Scripture Reading (NKJV) 1 John 5:4-5
"For whatever is born of God overcomes the world! And this is the Victory
that has overcome the world - our faith! Who is he who overcomes the
world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” (vs 10-15) “He
who believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not
believe God has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son.
And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life and this life is in
His Son. He who has the Son has Life; he who does not have the Son of God
does not have life. These things I have written to you who believe in the
name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life, and
that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God. Now this is
the confidence that we have in Him-- that*IF we ask anything according to
His will He hears us. And *if we know that He hears us, whatever we

ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.
(verse 18 and 20): We *know that whoever is born of God does not
sin; but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked
one does not touch him! And we know that the Son of God has come

and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is
true; and we are in Him who is True-in His Son Jesus Christ. This is
the True God and Eternal Life!" 1Peter 1:18-23: "Knowing that you
were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your
aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. He
indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was
manifest in these last times for you who through Him *believe in God, who
raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope
are in God. Since you have purified your souls in *obeying the truth through
the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a
pure heart, having been *born again, not of corruptible seed but
incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever"

Our faith is victorious over all the power of the enemy! How empowering to
know that we have power over sin, over the devil, and in prayer! God gives
us victory in every area of our lives, see the "*IF" above and match the
asterisks to find the "answer!" The hidden message to us who believe is
underlined above for emphasis so that we would be encouraged and receive
all the joy and hope our little hearts can hold! "Faith is the victory, Faith is
the victory, Oh Wonderful Victory, that overcomes the World!" Now Sing

"Victory in Jesus" as your prayer today!

Victory in Jesus, My Savior Forever, You sought me and You bought me, with Your
redeeming Blood! You plunged me to Victory, beneath the cleansing flood!" Praise
You forever, In Jesus Name, Amen
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DAY TWENTY-NINE----------- CHAPTER ONE
First Month......cceeeeveiiiieens Fifth Week

(Devotional)----============== (Bible Study)
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BORN OF GOD THROUGH FAITH

Scripture Reading (NKJV) 1 John 2:28-3:2

"And now, little children, abide in Him. That when He appears we

may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.
If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who

practices righteousness is born of Him. Beloved, now we are Children

of God and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we
know that when He is revealed we shall be like Him, for we shall see
Him as He is! verse 6 - Whoever abides in Him, does not sin. Whoever

sins, has neither seen Him nor knows Him. verse 9 - whoever has

been born of God does not sin for His seed remains in him and he

cannot sin because he has been born of God."

John 3:3 -"Jesus answered, Most assuredly I say to you, unless one
is born again he cannot see the Kingdom of God." verse 5 -"...unless
one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter the Kingdom of
God." verse 13-17:"No one has ascended to heaven but He who came
down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man, who is in heaven, and as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son
of Man be lifted up that whosoever believes in Him should not perish
but have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world
to condemn the world but that the world through Him might be
saved."

Are you born again? The Bible tells us that we were "birthed" from
incorruptible seed. (yesterdays' scripture) This is the seed of God. It
is the Spirit portion and then there is the water portion. That's the
Word. So we were reborn by the seed being planted in us by faith
after reading or hearing the Word of God that gave us the free gift of
faith! This same water then was also used to help the seed to grow!
These things brought about our Re-Birth! We are new creatures!
(There will be much more about seed in the month of the year that
we study that subject.)

Prayer

Father, thank You for being my True Father, knowing that I needed
faith to come to Jesus so that I could be born again into eternal life
so that my new life could be truly pleasing to You. Now old things
have passed away and Behold - All things are New - In Jesus, Amen
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A NEW CREATION -by Faith
Scripture Reading (NKJV) 11 Cor. 5:16-19;Ephesians 4:11-13
"Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh.
Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now
we know Him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
New Creation; old things have passed away, behold, all things have
become new! And now, ALL THINGS ARE OF GOD! who has reconciled
us to Himself through Jesus Christ and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to
Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them and has committed to
us the Word of Reconciliation. Now, then, we are Ambassadors for
Christ, as though God were pleading through us; we implore you on
Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no
sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God
in Him. (6:1) We then are workers together with Him and I plead
with you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For He says "For in
an acceptable time I have heard you, and in the Day of Salvation I
have helped you. Behold Now is the accepted time, Behold now is the
Day of Salvation!" "And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the
equipping of the saints, for the work of ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God to a Perfect Man, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ! ( vs. 21-24:) "If indeed you have
heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus; that
you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which
grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the
spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man which was
created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness."
If you are born again, then you are a new creation! That is what it is
all about. You trust Christ to save you, and then you are born again
and you have become a Brand New Creation. These scriptures are
Key in your understanding of what you should "Look Like"! There is a
great little test that you can take that tells you which one of the five
ministries you are most fitted to. This is the ministry that God has
gifted you for. You will find your place as you grow in the Church and
work in different areas. God will guide you to the ministry that you
have been empowered to do, simply by "putting on the "New Man" to
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ!"
Prayer
Praise You, Father, thank You for showing me that every day of my life
should be the day of salvation as I re-commit myself to You daily, as that
Living Sacrifice; freshly each day. Let this truly be the First Day of the Rest
of My Eternal Life! In Jesus Precious Name, Amen
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FAITH WOULD BE EMPTY

Scripture Reading (NKJV) 1 Cor. 15:14-21;15:50-58 (Living)

"If Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also
empty. Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have
testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up-if in fact
the dead do not rise. For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. And
if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile: you are still in your sins! Then also
those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in this life only we
have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable. But now Christ is
Risen from the Dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep!" "I tell you this, my brothers, an earthly body made of flesh
and blood cannot get into God's Kingdom. These perishable bodies of ours
are not the right kind to live forever. But I am telling you this strange
and wonderful secret; we shall not all die, but we shall all be given
new bodies. It will all happen in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, when the Last Trumpet is blown! For there will be a trumpet
blast from the sky and all the Christians who have died will suddenly
become alive, with new bodies that will never, never die; and then,
we who are still alive shall suddenly have new bodies too. For our
earthly bodies, the ones we have now that can die, must be
transformed into heavenly bodies that cannot perish but will live
forever. When this happens, then at last this scripture will come true
"Death is swallowed up in victory. Oh death, where then your victory?
Where then your sting? For sin-the sting that causes death-will all be gone,
and the law, which reveals our sins, will no longer be our judge. How we
thank God for all of this! It is He who makes us victorious through Jesus
Christ our Lord!" What a fitting conclusion to our study on "FAITH"! We
have traveled on a journey that took us many places that brought us much
more understanding, knowledge and wisdom of God's unfathomable ways
and sights that brought us much insight into God's Word. Today we are
transported to a time in the future when we will be given our "Prize" and
our "Reward" and the culmination of a life-long quest - Salvation in the
visible Resurrection of all of us! What a Day of Rejoicing that will be - when
we all see Jesus - We'll Sing and Shout the Victory!

Prayer

Praise You, Father, and Praise You, My wonderful Savior! For lifting me up
this day so that I can have a better look at You both! It is so exciting for me
to know what lies ahead waiting for me in Heaven! You have promised me a
Mansion, and You have told me that You will be back for me and will take
me with You! My Precious Bridegroom, I believe that You will sweep me up
in Your strong arms and carry me to Your Home that You have been
preparing for me and we will live happily ever after! Please help me today to
share this with someone who needs to also be lifted up. In Jesus Name
Amen







